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Paul Macari

Head of Planning & Economy
Aberdeenshire Council
Westburn Road

Aberdeen

AB16 5GB

11 July 2023

Dear Paul,

I write to you today to express my support for the Mill of Benholm Enterprise {MoBE), in
their endeavours to secure the future of the historic Benholm Mill in Kincardineshire,

It is my understanding that the group recently met with Council Officers in the Asset Transfer
Steering group to advance their plans. I am Pleased to hear that the group have now been
invited to submit a formal application for the asset transfer.

With the Mill being the last fully working water-powered mill in South Aberdeenshire it
would be a tragedy for this fantastic asset to be lost. This would not only serve as a
significant blow for the small rural community but also a sad loss to our cultural heritage.

MoBE have already done so much to yet to the stage they are at it would be incredibly
disappointing to see their endeavours fail to come to fruition. To avoid this and support the
group I am giving them my full support and I urge council officers to do the same,

Yours sincerely,

Andrew Bowie MP
Member of Parliament for West Aberdeenshire & Kincardine

Constituency Office: Unit 6, 75 High Street, Banchory AB31 5T] Telephone: 01330 705013
Email: andrew bowic.mp@parliament.uk  Website: www.andrewbowie org.uk
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Secretary Mairi Gougeon MSP
Mill of Benholm Enterprise (SCIO) 14-18 Swan Street
Burn House Brechin
Burn of Benholm Angus
Benholm DD9 6EF

DD10 OHT

Email: Mairi.Gougeon.msp @parliament.sc¢
Tel: 01356 626 942

Date: 11/07/2023

To whom it may concern,

As the local MSP for Angus North and Mearns, | am delighted to write a letter in support of
the Mill of Benholm Enterprise’s application for the Community Asset Transfer of the Mill of
Benholm site.

The Mill of Benholm is an A-listed 18" century rural water mill complex that used to mill
oats. It has been described by Historic Environment Scotland as “an exceptional and rare
survival”. Following its renovation in 1996, the Mill of Benholm became a popular tourist
attraction as people travelled from far and wide to witness one of Scotland’s few remaining
functional water-powered meal mills in action. However, in 2014 it was closed due to health
and safety issues, and has remained shut since then. Its closure was a significant blow to the
local community, as the site had become an important hub for community activities. The
Mill of Benho!m is owned by Aberdeenshire Council and since its closure the site has been
mothballed, which has resulted in the Mill becoming inoperable due to damage to the water
structure and harm caused by woodworm.

Since it was founded in 2017, the Mill of Benholm Enterprise has worked hard to develop a
detailed plan to re-open the Mill of Benholm, halt any further deterioration, make the site
accessible for the local community and visitors, and to preserve the Mill of Benholm for
future generations. This Community Asset Transfer will help to open a new chapter in the
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Mill’s future, whilst also providing a boost to the local economy as tourists will return to
Benholm to witness the historic Mill turn once again.

Yours Sincerely,

Mairi Gougeon MSP
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Office of Tess White MSP
M2.20
Edinburgh
EH99 15P
Tess.White.MSP@ parliament.scot
0131 348 6218
Tim Stephen
Area Manager
Aberdeenshire Council

10* August 2023
Dear Mr Stephen,

Letter of support for the Community Asset Transfer of the Mill of Benholm

1 am writing to you in my capacity as a Member of the Scottish Parliament for the North East Region.

| understand from representatives of the Mill of Benholm Enterprise (MoBE} that they are seeking to
secure a Community Asset Transfer for the Grade A listed Mill from Aberdeenshire Council. | am
delighted to offer my support for this proposal.

Following the Mill of Benholm’s closure in 2014, the community has felt its loss and has been deeply
saddened to see the deterioration of such a historic site. Located in a conservation hamlet near the
coastal village of Johnshaven, the water mill complex is one of the very few water-powered meal
mills in Scotland that has survived its long history in almost full working order.

Until it closed almost a decade ago, the Mill of Benholm was a thriving community hub. | believe its
restoration and future operation will contribute enormously to the local area as a cultural asset,
whether that be through tourism and growing visitor numbers, a boast te health and wellbeing
through environmental improvements, or through educationat initiatives that share the history of
the site and help to cultivate cutdoor skills. it will also create a sense of community connectedness
for the surrounding towns and villages in a rural setting.

MoBE is motivated to restore the Mill of Benhalm for the community’s benefit and has thought
carefully about how to achieve this while preserving the rich heritage of the site. While | know MoBE
is finalising the details of the proposals, | have been consistently struck by the group’s resolve and
enthusiasm to return the Mill of Benholm to the hands of the community and to restore the site.
They will be careful custodians of a rare local treasure.

Yours sincerely,

Tess White MSP
MSP for North East Region
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The Mill of Benholm Is a rural water mill complex
in the North East of Scotland, situated within the
hamlet and conservation area of Benholm, near
the fishing village of Johnshaven. The current
mill originated in the 18 century and has been
altered and rebuilt in 1817. Although, the origin
of the Mill of Benholm goes probably back to the
12t gentury, & charter in 1492 gives further
avidence of the mill and the first miller officially
recorded was Archibald Brown In 1696.
According to Historlc Environment Scotland the
Mill of Benholm is an exceptional and rare
survival and the site recelved its category B
listing in 1872, upgraded to a Category A listing
in 2008.

Since 2014 the Mill of Benholm has been closed
as a Community Hub and a visitor attraction.
The closed café of the Mil of Benholm is missed
by many.

The Mill of Benholm Enterprise was established
in 2017 to revive the Mill of Benholm, bring it
back to community ownership and find a long-
term sustainable and vlable solution for the Mill
of Benholm 1o be enjoyed by the community and
visitors for generations to come
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The Miil of Benholm Is a rural water mill complex
In the North East of Scotland, situated within the
hamlet and conservation area of Banholm, near
the fishing village of Johnshaven. The current
mill orlginated in the 18% century and has been
alterad and rebulit in 1817. Although, the origin
of the Mill of Benholm goes probably back tothe
12t century, & charter in 1492 gives further
evidence of the mill and the first miller officially
recorded was Archibald Brown in 1696.
According to Historic Environment Scotland the
Mill of Benholm is an exceplional and rare
survival and the site received lts category B
listing In 1972, upgraded to a Category A listing
in 2009,

Since 2014 the Mill of Benholm has been closed
as a Community Hub and a visitor attraction.
The closed café of the Mill of Benholm is missed
by many.

The Mill of Benholm Enterprise was established
in 2017 to revive the Mill of Benholm, bring it
back to community ownership and find a long-
term sustainable and viable solution for the Mill
of Benholm {o be enjoyed by the community and
visitors for generations to come
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The Mill of Benholm is & rural water mill complex
in the North East of Scotland, situated within the
hamlet and conservation area of Benholm, near
the fishing village of Johnshaven. The current
mill originated in the 18% century and has been
altered and rebuilt in 1817. Although, the origin
of the Mill of Benholm goes probably back to the
12t century, a charter in 1492 glves further
evidence of the mill and the first miller officially
recorded was Archibald Brown in 1696.
According to Historic Environment Scotland the
Mill of Benholm Is an exceptional and rare
survival and the site received its category B
listing in 1972, upgraded to a Category A listing
in 2009,

Since 201 4 he Mill of Benholm has been closed
as a Community Hub and a visitor attraction.
The closed café of the Mill of Benho!m ls missed
by many.

The Miil of Benhoim Enterprise was established
in 2017 to revive the Mill of Benholm, bring it
back to community ownership and find a long-
term sustainable and viable solution for the Mill
of Banholrm to be enjoyed by the community and
visitors for generations to come
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The Mill of Benholm s a rural water mill complex
in the North East of Scotland, situated within the
hamlet and conservation area of Benholm, near
the fishing village of Johnshaven. The current
mill originated In the 18" century and has been
altered and rebullt in 1817. Although, the origin
of the Mill of Benholm goes probably back to the
12t century, a charter in 1492 gives further
evidence of the mill and the first miller officially
recorded was Archlbald Brown in 1696.
According to Historic Environment Scotland the
Mill of Benholm is an exceptional and rare
survival and the site recelved its category B
listing in 1972, upgraded to a Category A listing
in 2009,

Since 2014 the Mill of Benholm has been closed
as a Community Hub and a visitor attraction.
The closed café of the Mill of Benholm is missed
by many.

The Mill of Banholm Enterprise was established
in 2017 o revive the Mill of Benholm, bring it
back to community ownership and find a long-
term sustainable and viable solution for the Mill
of Benholm to be enjoyed by the community and
visitors for generations to come
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“It is vitally important that the Mill is not allowed to deteriorate any further. The best way of
ensuring this is to take the Mill into community ownership so it is run by the community for

the communii.”



The Mill of Benholm is a magical place of historical significance and future potential. Under
community ownership, it would be cared for and developed to bring about significant benefits to the
people and businesses of this area. It can be a rich and valuable resource for education and leisure
and, with the right investment, can act as a social enterprise employing local people and supporting
other local businesses by attracting people to visit and stay in the area.

On this quiet and rural stretch of coastline, the Mill of Benholm can give local people a much needed
focal point that strengthens our sense of identity and pride as well as a charming and beautiful setting
to enjoy. It is a place that my family and I loved to visit when our kids were young and it can do the
same for future generations if given the chance. I urge Aberdeenshire Council to take on board the
strength of feeling locally and give the fantastic group of volunteers who make up the Mill of
Benholm Enterprise the chance to breathe life into this special place. The opportunity to transfer the
Mill to community ownership is one that must not be missed.



rror: [
Subject: olm

Date: 24 August 2023 at 20:57
To: secretary@millotbenholm.scot

Good evening,
I have been informed that a group of like minded people ara looking to take over and manage the mill at Benholm from

Aberdaenshire council. | think this is a wonderful idea and & real opporiunity to stop this lovely building and surrounding area
becoming just another council fatality, through lack of financial input. it is a fabulous remanent of the history of our parish which
we should do everything we can to save, It is of course of an ers where natural resources were hamessed to produce an end
product when no oil or gas were used to power the equipment.

There would be many benefits to the community should this plan come 1o fruition and can be & local visitors focal point for those
who come to our wonderful area,

i fully support what your team are trying to achieve and hopefully the council do too.

Kind ﬁardsl

Sent from my iPad




By E-mail

Mill of Benholm Enterprise
Benholm
Montrose

E.A.O. The Mill of Benholm Enterprise Secretary

25™ August 2023

oear I

Re-opening of Benholm Mill

| am writing to you in your capacity as the Mill of Benholm Enterprise Secretary regarding the re-
opening of Benholm Mill.

| have lived in Benholm for almost 16 years, which includes a number of years when Benhoim Mill
was still open. At the time, my children were very young and we visited it frequently for them to
learn about the local wildlife, the purpose of such a mill and the importance of adults with extra
needs having a place to work in both the café and the surrounding land.

We saw the building of the “donkey path”, the introduction of better fruit and vegetable growing,
Allyson’s memaorial garden, the opening of the shop and we attended various open days (Halloween
treasure hunt, a demonstration of the wheel in action, and a woodwork demonstration).

The re-opening of Benholm Mil! would allow many other famities to enjoy these same educational
experiences that my children did. | also see numerous walking groups out enjoying the coastal path
between Inverbervie and Johnshaven and visiting the church in Benholm. Many have asked if the Mill
is open as they are looking for somewhere to stop for a rest and some refreshements, or they are
intrigued about its history.

| appreciate all that you are doing to try to re-open the Mill and am happy for this letter along with
my name to be used as support in achieving this goal.

Yours sincerely,




From: Mill of Banholm Enterptise noreply@millofbenholm.scot
Subject: Mill of Banholm Enterprise "Volunteer®
Date: 10.June 2023 at 20:50
To: secretary@millofbenholm.scot

o

Su .

Message Body:

Happy to help out when not away with work. Mobile _

This e-mall was sent from a contact form on Mill of Benholm Enterprise (hitpsZ//millofbenholm.scot)



Mili of Benholm

I have lived in Benholm for over 33 years. During that time there have existed various projects at the
Mill of Benholm in all which | took an interest and volunteered with some of them. And what |

noticed over the years is that the Mill of Benholm holds a special place in many people’s hearts. The
last project, which lasted some 7 years offered placements for very special adults who learned and
developed new skills in different work settings. It was a joy to see these folk grow in confidence and
fill a role in the local community which wholey embraced and valued them. They were even the
instigators for a bus stop and bus shelter being erected at the road end from which many have
subsequently benefitted. Prior to that we sat on the wall of the bridge and hoped that the bus driver
would see us and stop. In those last 7 years until the project came to an end, it felt as if the Mill of
Benholm was fulfilling the role that mills have held from time immemorial as a social hub for the
whole community. | hope that the Mill will yet again take on that role and it will surely have the
support of the whole community.




June 19% 2023

Dear [N

It is with great pleasure that I write this letter, to support the community asset transfer of the
Mill of Benholm from the ownership of Aberdeenshire council to The Mill of Benholm Enterprise.
This transfer would enable this historic mill to be managed by the community for the community.

I was disappointed when the mill was closed and have observed the deteriarion of the site with
sadness. I have filled a volunteer form with the hope that should the transfer be succesful I can play
a part in the restoration of the Mill and grounds.

Yours sincerely



MILL of
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CHURCHES Enterprise (SCIO)
SCOTLAND

JOINT STATEMENT BY HISTORIC CHURCHES SCOTLAND
AND MILL OF BENHOLM ENTERPRISE

Historic Churches Scotland and Miil of Benholm Enterprise undertake to work together in
partnership to further the preservation and promotion of Benholm Kirk and the Mill of Benholm:
two Category A listed historic buildings of national importance. Qur organisations will also work
together to promote and enhance the built and natural environment of Benholm and the
surrounding area for the benefit of the community, visitors, and the nation.

We recognise that Benholm Kirk and the Mill of Benholm are highly significant in their own right,
and are also part of a grouping of buildings forming the Benholm Conservation Area. The hamlet
of Benholm is an important survival of a historic farming community with its manse, smiddy,
schoolhouse, cottages, mill, kirk and graveyard, which embodies a past rural way of life. Historic
Churches Scotland and Mill of Benholm Enterprise also recognise the importance of the natural
environment surrounding the hamlet, with its ancient woodland, open farmland, and picturesque
burns. This natural environment is itseilf of significance and includes a number of designated sites.

Historic Churches Scotland and Mill of Benholm Enterprise undertake to collaborate in a variety of
ways including holding joint events and exhibitions, volunteering, funding applications, and in the
sharing of facilities. We want our work together to benefit both people and place.

Historic Churches Scotland and Mill of Benholm Enterprise share the aims of safeguarding built
and natural heritage, supporting and growing the local economy, and of contributing to people’s
health and wellbeing. Through our joint working we plan to physically reconnect Benholm Kirk and
Mill of Benholm through reinstating the woodiand paths which once linked the two sites, allowing
people to enjoy and learn from the historic buildings and the walk between them. Together we
will explore opportunities to partner with others and to develop a network of local paths including
the potential to connect to other established routes such as the Coastal Path.

We recognise that as a local and a national charity respectively, each organisation brings to our

partnership particular skills, knowledge, and expertise. By combining our efforts and working
together we believe we can achieve more for the Benholm community and the wider area.

Historic Churches Scotland Mill of Benholm Enterprise
5024407 SC047943

February 2023



