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 Conclusions
• Socially beneficial, technically feasible and commercially viable opportunity for 

seaweed cultivation in Aberdeenshire

• Primary Target Species: Laminaria saccharina (Sugar Kelp)

• Human-grade food + animal feed. Seaweed cultivation has low environment 
impact

• Report includes guide for site selection, licencing, installation and operation 

• Opportunities for partnership working- particular with inshore fishermen 

• Processing opportunities in existing agricultural/industrial facilities

• Small scale 3000m: £46k set up costs, Medium scale 6000m: £64k set up 
costs

• Forecast financial payback 3 to 7 years (dependant on price and yield)







 

 

Next Steps

• Public presentation June 2021

• Follow-up engagement 

• Steering Group



Learning Journey



Time-Scale & Stages

Phase 1 – Pre-Mooring Surveys to produce precise depth profiles 
of both sites and characterise the seabed types across the potential 
farm areas. Produce a summary existing baseline conditions in the 
marine environment around the site in question. Complete by 
March 23 FY.

Phase 2 – Water Quality Assessment, Environmental Impact 
Assessment, Leasing/Licensing, Community Engagement social 
license. Mooring Design Estimated development & completion 
FY 23/24. Licensing and lease are likely to take 12-16 months.

Phase 3 – Capital & Infrastructure Development and deployment. 
Estimated development & completion FY 24/25



Phase 2 Market & Partner Opportunities
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Next Steps

• Technical trial result due end March 23

• Steering Group

• Confirm who/what

• Initiate Stage 2

• Identify funding opportunities and time scales



Thank you
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