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Doing things digitally is our preference. Tick the box if you are not happy to receive
correspondence via email:
Tick the box if you would like to subscribe to the Aberdeenshire LDP eNewsletter:



Fair processing notice
Please tick to confirm your agreement to the following statements:



By submitting a response to the consultation, I agree that Aberdeenshire Council can use the
information provided in this form, including my personal data, as part of the review of the
Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan. This will include consultation on the Main Issues Report
(including any subsequent Proposed Plan).
I also agree that following the end of the consultation, i.e. after 8 April 2019, my name and
respondent identification number (provided to you by Aberdeenshire Council on receipt of your
submission) can be published alongside a copy of my completed response on the Main Issues
Report website (contact details and information that is deemed commercially sensitive will not be
made available to the public).
The data controller for this information is Aberdeenshire Council. The data on the form will be used
to inform a public debate of the issues and choices presented in the Main Issues Report of the
Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan 2021. It will inform the content of the Proposed
Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan.
Aberdeenshire Council will only keep your personal data for as long as is needed. Aberdeenshire
Council will retain your response and personal data for a retention period of 5 years from the date
upon which it was collected. After 5 years Aberdeenshire Council will review whether it is
necessary to continue to retain your information for a longer period. A redacted copy of your
submission will be retained for 5 years beyond the life of the Local Development Plan 2021,
possibly until 2037
Your Data, Your Rights
You have got legal rights about the way Aberdeenshire Council handles and uses your data, which
include the right to ask for a copy of it, and to ask us to stop doing something with your data.
If you are unhappy with the way that Aberdeenshire Council or the Joint Data Controllers have
processed your personal data then you do have the right to complain to the Information
Commissioner’s Officer, but you should raise the issue with the Data Protection Officers first. The
Data Protection Officers can be contacted by writing to:


Mr Andrew Lawson, Data Protection Officer, Aberdeenshire Council, Business Services,
Town House, 34 Low Street, Banff, AB45 1AY

If you have difficulty understanding this document and require a translation, or you need help
reading this document (for example if you need it in a different format or in another language),
please phone us on 01467 536230.

School Roll Forecasts at Catterline Primary School. This reflects key actions agreed by the Kincardine and Mearns Area
Committee as part of the Review of the 2012 LDP, which was also supported by the local Caterline, Kinneff & Dunnotar
Community Council. The Committee recognised the need for development in the area, acknowledging a predicted fall in
pupil numbers in the Catterline School Roll. This situation has not changed, as evidenced within the 2018 School Roll
Forecasts. Catterline Primary School is currently operating to only 41% of its capacity, which will fluctuate over
consecutive years, increasing slightly to 50% by 2023. This obviously reflects programmed development from the existing
OP1 allocation at Mill of Uras. To remove that allocation and Mill of Uras as a settlement would directly contradict the
previous wishes of Kincardine and Mearns by failing to plan for, and sustain local services. The continued allocation of 5
new homes will bolster pupil numbers at both Catterline Primary School and Mackie Academy, meet recognised growth
requirements in the defined Local Growth and Diversification Area and help create sustainable mixed communities in
accordance with the objectives of the adopted Strategic Development Plan (SDP).

As acknowledged by Officers, whilst no application has been lodged to date, the site is identified as being effective within
the Housing Land Audit 2018, with first completions programmed to start in 2020 and full build out by 2022. This build
out rate is entirely appropriate for a small site within a rural settlement. There are numerous sites across Aberdeenshire
which have been allocated for delivery through a number of LDP cycles and have yet to deliver a single unit. It is therefore
entirely unreasonable to remove this recently allocated site from the next LDP.

My client is in the final stages of preparing an application for Detailed Planning Permission for 5 dwellinghouses on the
site, one of which will be an affordable unit in line with SPP and LDP Policy requirements for 25% of developments to be
delivered as on-site affordable housing. It is anticipated that this application will be submitted in April 2019, a matter of
weeks after the consultation into the MIR closes. As highlighted above, my client has committed a considerable
investment of their time and money to prepare this application. This has included the appointment of an architect and
expert team of consultants to prepare the necessary designs and supporting technical information to accompany the
application submission. The Draft Site Plan for the application is hereby included as an Appendix for indicative purposes,
demonstrating a carefully considered approach to the layout, siting and design of the development and my client’s
commitment to delivery of the site. Whilst one would fully expect the application for 5 houses to be determined in
accordance with the provisions of the extant 2017 LDP, the position of the MIR does not provide much confidence in a
‘plan-led system’, by proposing the uncertainty of a deallocation less than two years into the lifetime of the current Plan.
It could also lead to further uncertainty, particularly if the planning application determination timescales experienced any
delays.

Mill of Uras lies to the immediate west of a staggered crossroads junction onto the A92 corridor, thus benefiting from
excellent transport connection to Stonehaven to the north and Inverbervie to the south. The Stagecoach 107 Stonehaven
to Montrose Service operates along this route, providing sustainable means of transport to the local community. The
Officer’s Preference within the MIR stipulates that there are road safety concerns at the A92 junction and for that reason
the OP1 allocation should be removed. There are ample road safety measures currently in place along the A92, including
traffic signage warning of the junction at Mill of Uras and digital speed warnings which flash and direct oncoming drivers
to slow down from both northerly and southerly approaches to the village. The junction itself provides sufficient visibility
in both directions for vehicles egressing onto the A92, therefore road safety is more than adequately compensated for.
Furthermore, if the Council has such a concern, it is not considered appropriate to tackle this through the removal of an
allocated site for a small scale development of 5 houses. Instead, further road safety measures could be explored, such

as a reduction in speed limit upon approach to the village, which is a fairly typical solution to similar circumstances
throughout Aberdeenshire on the main approach to settlements.

My client would therefore reiterate their objection to any proposed removal of Mill of Uras OP1 allocation and deletion of
the village from the list of recognised settlements within Kincardine and Mearns. Given the imminent submission of
detailed planning permission for the site and recognition that it is identified as ‘effective’ within the 2018 Housing Land,
the site and settlement should continue to be identified within the next LDP. This will provide certainty to the surrounding
community that the existing LDP’s identified settlement objectives of addressing a falling School Roll at Catterline Primary
and providing housing to meet local needs, will be appropriately delivered.

As such, the Proposed LDP should be updated to roll forward the OP1 allocation at Mill of Uras Paddock from the extant
wording of the adopted LDP. The allocation should be incorporated as part of a wider settlement boundary encompassing
existing properties at Mill of Uras as per the MIR settlement statement map for Mill of Uras, with the settlement objectives
highlighting the need to deliver a small housing development to meet local needs and support the falling school roll at
Catterline Primary School as per the current LDP wording.

