Doing things digitally is our preference. Tick the box if you are not happy to receive
correspondence via email:
Tick the box if you would like to subscribe to the Aberdeenshire LDP eNewsletter:



Fair processing notice
Please tick to confirm your agreement to the following statements:



By submitting a response to the consultation, I agree that Aberdeenshire Council can use the
information provided in this form, including my personal data, as part of the review of the
Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan. This will include consultation on the Main Issues Report
(including any subsequent Proposed Plan).
I also agree that following the end of the consultation, i.e. after 8 April 2019, my name and
respondent identification number (provided to you by Aberdeenshire Council on receipt of your
submission) can be published alongside a copy of my completed response on the Main Issues
Report website (contact details and information that is deemed commercially sensitive will not be
made available to the public).
The data controller for this information is Aberdeenshire Council. The data on the form will be used
to inform a public debate of the issues and choices presented in the Main Issues Report of the
Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan 2021. It will inform the content of the Proposed
Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan.
Aberdeenshire Council will only keep your personal data for as long as is needed. Aberdeenshire
Council will retain your response and personal data for a retention period of 5 years from the date
upon which it was collected. After 5 years Aberdeenshire Council will review whether it is
necessary to continue to retain your information for a longer period. A redacted copy of your
submission will be retained for 5 years beyond the life of the Local Development Plan 2021,
possibly until 2037
Your Data, Your Rights
You have got legal rights about the way Aberdeenshire Council handles and uses your data, which
include the right to ask for a copy of it, and to ask us to stop doing something with your data.
If you are unhappy with the way that Aberdeenshire Council or the Joint Data Controllers have
processed your personal data then you do have the right to complain to the Information
Commissioner’s Officer, but you should raise the issue with the Data Protection Officers first. The
Data Protection Officers can be contacted by writing to:


Mr Andrew Lawson, Data Protection Officer, Aberdeenshire Council, Business Services,
Town House, 34 Low Street, Banff, AB45 1AY

If you have difficulty understanding this document and require a translation, or you need help
reading this document (for example if you need it in a different format or in another language),
please phone us on 01467 536230.
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Main Issues Report
Draft Proposed Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan
Strategic Environmental Assessment Interim Environmental Assessment
Other

Your comments
Chapter 5
Chapter 5 of the Main Issues Report highlights that the most sustainable pattern of development is to promote growth
within and adjacent to existing settlements, but recognises that there will be particular limited situations where
development cannot be directed to settlements and will need to occur in the wider countryside. The MIR notes that further
amendment is required to the rural policies in the 2017 LDP to ensure that policies direct necessary development to the
right places when occurring outwith settlements. It is noted that matters relating to housing clusters need clarification,
but are not considered to be main issues.
It is submitted that consideration of which settlements/villages are identified as settlements, housing clusters, or are given
no recognition at all in the 2017 LDP should be considered as a main issue. It is submitted that the current LDP fails to
recognise existing settlements with the consequence that additional growth can only be considered under Policy R2.
Proposals are made in respect of changes to Policy R2 which are commented upon below, but it is submitted that the
MIR has failed to consider whether the current settlement strategy is appropriate given the need for more affordable
housing and the Scottish Government's support for SME housebuilders and self build projects. SME housebuilders and
self build projects cannot compete with larger developers for land within larger settlements. They rely on small
development sites in more rural locations. At present the LDP 2017 provides limited opportunities for SME
housebuilders/self build as all housing is directed to named settlements or housing clusters. Many settlements which were
previously identified and received housing allocations no longer feature as settlements or housing. Tillyfourie is an
example. This is addressed below.
Main Issue 7
It is noted that the Council recognises that the use of the Housing Market Areas is no longer appropriate. However, our
client has concerns that the preferred option (being within 30 minutes' drive time of a settlement of over 10,000 people)
ignores the issues highlighted above and ignores the fact that not all locations within that 30 minute drive will be equally
pressured. It is submitted that a more granular approach is required, with more settlements being identified, as was
previously the case in earlier LDPs.
Main Issue 8
Our client supports the proposals to allow organic growth to permit additional small scale sites to be brought forward
adjacent to settlements where need is identified and agrees that this should look beyond merely school capacity. However,
as highlighted above, this policy change cannot be considered in isolation. A review of which villages are classified as
settlements or housing clusters is required or the policy change will be meaningless.
It is our client’s preference that Tillyfourie is once again identified as a settlement in the Local Development Plan and
that our client’s site, which extends to approximately 1,273m2 (shown outlined in red on the attached plan), is included
within the settlement boundary. Failing that, it is submitted that the Council's preferred option should be followed and
the Planning Service should identify Tillyfourie as an area permissible for organic growth.
Main Issue 11
Chapter 6 identifies the provision of affordable housing development as a key community issue. It is noted that the MIR
claims that the use of an exceptions policy designed to allow affordable housing to be built on unallocated greenfield
3

sites, has not proven to be effective. No evidence is provided for this claim. An exceptions policy has not previously been
part of the LDP. It is submitted that permitting affordable housing outwith settlements or as additions to housing clusters
in rural areas could address this key community issue.
Marr Settlements
It is submitted that Tillyfourie should be identified as a settlement, as it was in the 2006 Local Plan, with an allocation
for additional housing on the land identified in red on the attached plan. Failing identification as a settlement, Tillyfourie
should be identified as a housing cluster which can benefit from organic growth.
Until 2012, Tillyfourie was identified as a settlement. There is an existing grouping of 22 houses within a 2 minute walk
of each other. Two school buses stop in Tillyfourie to take pupils to school, one bus going to Tough Primary School and
one bus going to Alford Academy. The 421 bus service stops in Tillyfourie 6 times a day. This service runs from Alford,
to Tillyfourie, to Kemnay and to Inverurie. The X20 bus service starts in Alford and stops in Tillyfourie 5 times a day.The
218 bus service stops in Tillyfourie 5 times a day, starting in Alford and finishing in Aberdeen. Similarly this bus service
returns to Tillyfourie from Aberdeen 5 times a day, and continues on to Alford.
Tillyfourie is therefore well served by public transport.
Planning permission for the development of the fh1 site in the 2006 Local Plan was granted on 7 April 2009 and our
client has developed out the site over the last 10 years. The Council granted permission APP/2018/0290 on 24 May 2018
for a single dwelling in the village as a departure from the development plan.
Our client’s site, which extends to approximately 1,273m2 (shown outlined in red on the attached plan) is suitable for
further housing. It has been used as access to and a lay down area for the construction of the allocated houses. As the
enclosed photographs show, the land is in poor condition. It is immediately adjacent to the previously allocated land
which has now been built out. The site is already serviced.
Including our client's land within the settlement boundary of Tillyfourie would provide a small scale opportunity for
additional housing in an area with good transport links, without detrimentally impacting on existing infrastructure.
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Land at Tillyfourie
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Within Tillyfourie only development meeting the Plan's
policies will be permitted.
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Future housing land is shown as Site fh I (3).
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For a full explanation of the land use allocations in the Plan's settlements and the main policies which relate to these please see the Glossary.

