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Your comments
Introduction
The following comments are provided on behalf of Strategic Land (Scotland) Ltd. They follow on from the
submissions made in response to the Call for Sites consultation held last year.
Site OP2
MIR Site OP2 was also identified in ALDP 2 as OP2. The ALDP 2 allocation is shown as having a capacity
of 165 units. Planning permission (ref (APP/2013/2757) was granted for 70 units. This was made up from 50
units within the eastern part of OP2 and 20 units on ‘white land’ to the immediate south but out with OP2
(now known as Beech Drive). Accordingly, a total of 115 units is the remaining balance of OP2 and not 95
homes as articulated within Newmachar settlement statement in the MIR.
The MIR also comments that the site is “partially developed but is identified as constrained due to
“ownership” in the Housing Land Audit 2018.” This is not correct. There is no site ownership constraint
or any other delivery concerns meaning the site is effective and contributes to the 5 year effective land
supply.
Site GR008
Following identification in ALDP 2, a pre-application enquiry was submitted to the Council (ref
ENQ/2015/2213). This sought to establish whether an increase in the total site capacity to 225 units
(including the 20 units immediately to the south of the site on ‘white land’ mentioned above) would be
acceptable in principle. This is an increase of 40 units from the OP2 unit capacity.
This proposed unit increase followed consideration of several matters including changes to the housing
market as a consequence of economic changes. This informed a reduction in unit sizes which, by allowing
more units, had the notable benefit of securing a more sustainable use of development land. In support of
this proposed increase in unit numbers, a revised layout plan, based on the design principles established
through the previously approved Development Framework was prepared and submitted. This is again
provided for ease of reference.
This revised layout plan looks to rationalise what is an illogical settlement boundary that presently excludes
the remaining part of an agricultural field. What is left has no agricultural use or purpose. Instead, and
recognising that there are landscape opportunities here, the revised layout plan can deliver attractive and
publicly accessible green space which is contained by the existing field boundary. This is a far more logical
and robust settlement edge than at present.
The outcome of this enquiry, which followed consultation responses from all consultees, confirmed that in
principle this could be considered to be appropriate and that there were no technical impediments to delivery
of this higher number of units.
It is therefore submitted that total site capacity be increased to 205 units (50 units by Barratt within OP2
and 155 remaining). Whilst the inclusion of the whole of the field mainly identified as OP2 is not required to
allow the delivery of this number of units and is shown as landscaping in the revised layout plan, for
completeness, it is submitted that the edge of the field should mark the extent of the allocation.

In addition, and to address the ‘white land’ inconsistency, Site OP2 could also be extended to incorporate
the ‘white land’ given that it is an integral part of the Barratt development in OP2. If this is accepted, there
would need to be an adjustment to the site capacity to 225 units (70 units by Barratt and 155 remaining).
Either approach is logical, consistent with the spatial strategy and would not prejudice other land allocations
the Council may want or need to advance.
GR079 and GR086
It is noted that Council officers include this as preferences with a total of 480 new residential units. It is also
noted that these sites are reliant on other sites coming forward first or in tandem. The MIR advises that,
along with OP1 for 340 units, this strategic scale of development is required to secure the delivery of an
eastern relief road.
Whilst it is recognised that the strategic planning context is rather fluid following the conclusion of the recent
public consultation on the proposed SDP, it is submitted that neither the current or emerging SDPs offer a
supportive context for the scale of development proposed here. It is also submitted that this runs counter to
the proposed SDP’s principle of not identifying additional land that relies or requires already allocated land.
GR006
Whilst this is not an officers’ preference, the positive comments set out in the MIR are welcomed. This site
continues to represent a logical, sustainably located, and organic location for new housing.
GR007
In light of the comments regarding GR079 and GR086 (and OP1), it is submitted that this is a logical,
sustainably located location for new housing which could follow GR006.

