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1. Introduction
1.1. This report has been prepared by Halliday Fraser Munro, Chartered Architects and Town Planning
Consultants, on behalf of Mr G Webster. It is written in response to the Aberdeenshire Local
Development Plan Main Issues Report 2019 (MIR).
1.2. At the ‘Call for Sites’ stage in March 2018, a development bid was lodged for the land at Parcock
Quarry, Oldmeldrum. Bid site FR088 is considered suitable for the delivery of up to ten houses.
1.3. The site is brownfield, being a former quarry. We believe the 1.4ha area of land is suitable for a
residential development of up to ten houses. The nature of the site lends itself to accommodating
detached, single storey, bungalow houses. The former stone quarry has been in the ownership of the
local Webster family for a number of generations but has not been worked as a quarry since the
1980s. The site is therefore ‘brownfield’ and represents a sustainable development opportunity.
1.4. The Parcock Quarry site will have minimal landscape impact, making use of the rising landform to the
north east as a backdrop. Housing on the site will benefit from a ridgeline parallel to the B9170 road
and the backdrop of both the former quarry walls and the rising landform to the north. This
arrangement ensures a minimal landscape impact from any development. Housing in this location
will however also enjoy views to the south and east and natural light.
1.5. The site has existing service ducts under the B9170, an existing pedestrian crossing point and
industrial standard vehicular access.
1.6. Through the 2012 Local Development Plan preparation process, the site was considered a suitable
development allocation for a small-scale housing development by the local community, area
Councillors and Council Planning Officers, but was ultimately not allocated in the Local Development
Plan by the Scottish Government Reporter. We understand that the development of the site for
housing is still supported by the Meldrum Community Council.
1.7. We understand from the community that there is a great demand for single storey housing in
Oldmeldrum, something that the Parcock Quarry site is ideally placed to accommodate and the site
owners are keen to deliver.
1.8. We believe the site should be allocated in the Proposed Local Development Plan for up to ten houses
and will detail the reasons below.
2.

Bid and MIR Summary

2.1. Bid FR088, Parcock Quarry set out proposals for the redevelopment of a brownfield former quarry on
the north western edge of Oldmeldrum as a suitable housing allocation in the forthcoming Local
Development Plan 2021.
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2.2. Bid FR088 is not currently a ‘preferred’ development option. The Main Issues Report (officer’s
summary and assessment of bid) states:
‘10 homes.
The proposed site is a former quarry that is adjacent to two core paths. The site is potentially
contaminated due to its previous use as a quarry but is otherwise unconstrained. However, the
previous use of the site and its setting outwith the logical boundary of the village makes it an
undesirable location. The woodland on the site has biodiversity value. The site benefits from existing
access and transportation links but is inaccessible to the range and local services available in
Oldmeldrum.’
2.3. The Officers’ view and associated issues will be examined in more detail below, however it is worthy
of note that the site is described in positive terms as being unconstrained and benefiting from existing
access and transportation links. We fully support these assertions. The site’s location has been
defined by its previous use, and it just happens to be on the outer side of the B9170 road, which in
this case is, we consider, wrongly being described as the western boundary of the Oldmeldrum
settlement. The current settlement boundary can be amended through this process of preparing a
new Local Development Plan to include new development allocations. This is what is proposed
through the ‘preferred’ ‘reserved’ site options in Oldmeldrum at FR111 and FR083 set out in the MIR.
2.4. In the 2017 Local Development Plan, Oldmeldrum benefits from land allocated for 50 houses and
community facilities (OP1), 50 houses and employment land (OP2), 40 houses (OP3) and 35 houses
and transport interchange (OP4). Many of these sites have been built out or benefit from planning
permissions. Given Oldmeldrum’s status as an important service centre for this part of Formartine,
requiring to meet an identified local housing need as set out in the MIR, we believe that the Proposed
LDP should set out an appropriate level of deliverable housing allocations.
2.5. We do not believe that the approach outlined in the MIR will achieve this. We note the preferred
option of increasing the level of development on OP1 from 50 houses to 99, but question the
deliverability of this, given that previous studies demonstrated a feasible density of around 60 houses
along with the allocated community facilities.
2.6. The increased density of preferred sites FR061 and FR068 is also questionable, given that the bids are
supported by plans prepared by reputable architects acknowledging developer and market
aspirations that indicate much lower housing numbers.
2.7. We note that many of the officers’ preferences in Oldmeldrum are subject to a number of fixed
constraints, such as the Battle of Barra site, Prime Agricultural Land and impacts on open landscape.
These sites do not benefit from the natural light that would be available to housing on the Parcock
Quarry site. We understand there are also land drainage issues on land south of the town. FR088 is
not subject to any of these constrains, and therefore offers a deliverable alternative / additional
housing allocation.
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2.8. In summary we do not believe that the options outlined in the MIR will deliver the scale of housing
required in Oldmeldrum, and the allocation proposed at Parcock Quarry (FR088), a brownfield site,
should be considered.
3. Main Issues Report Comments on FR088
3.1. In this section we will review and comment on the detailed points in the Officer’s views on bid sites
FR088.
3.2. ‘The proposed site is a former quarry that is adjacent to two core paths … its setting outwith the
logical boundary of the village makes it an undesirable location … the site benefits from existing
access and transportation links but is inaccessible to the range and local services available in
Oldmeldrum.’
3.3. In terms of connectivity and transportation, the site is not outwith the ‘logical boundary’ of the
village, we think the point being made is that it happens to be on the other side of the B9170. The
site is well defined by its physical features and the surrounding core path network and the access
track to the reservoir (also a core path), and rising landform to the north it is not remote or physically
separate from the town.
3.4. Preferred bid sites FR111, FR083 and the allocated sites at Newbarns can all be described as being
outwith the B9170 or A947. The Parcock Quarry site does however benefit from having an existing
pedestrian crossing point on the B9170.
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3.5. The 'P arcock Tree' walk has been established by the local community, leading up the western side of
the FR088 site. The historic context of the Parcock Tree is that legend suggests an ash tree grew on
the spot where St Nathalan, founder of Meldrum parish died in 7th Century after praying that the
plague would be averted from Meldrum parish.

3.6. The above extract from Aberdeenshire Council's Core Paths plan illustrates the FR088 site being
surrounded on all sides by formal core paths. Development on this site therefore presents an
excellent opportunity for well-connected housing.
3.7. Development on the site will be well connected to Oldmeldrum and its range of services and facilities
through the adjacent established core path network (it is a safe and accessible 400m walk from the
site to Glengarioch Distillery and onwards into the town centre - for comparison purposes, the
'preferred' site at Coutens FR068 is 550m from the Distillery). Other 'preferred' sites in Olmeldrum
are also further from the town centre and various services than the FR088 site. This is clearly
illustrated in the attached plan as Appendix 1.
3.8. The location is desirable, we consider that it would result in a successful small-scale housing
development with a well-defined existing si te that is related to the town centre and services.
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The site is potentially contaminated due to its previous use as a quarry but is otherwise
unconstrained.
3.9. We understand there can be a general presumption that previously used brownfield sites can be
contaminated and may require appropriate remediation prior to development for new use such as
housing. Although the Parcock Quarry site can be described as brownfield, it has not been a working
quarry since the 1980s. The quarry was used as a resource for stone removal at a relatively small scale
and involved the blasting of rock. Based on the condition of the site today, and the site owner’s
historic knowledge of the site, there is no evidence to suggest the site is contaminated. This does not
therefore represent a reason to discount the site’s allocation for housing.
3.10. If the site was to be allocated, any planning application could be accompanied by a phase 1 site
investigation survey if considered necessary.
3.11. The woodland on the site has biodiversity value.
3.12. We can confirm there is no woodland on the site, it comprises scrub / gorse / grassland and the
former quarry floor and is of little biodiversity value. This is confirmed by the enclosed ecology survey
and landscaping proposals provided by Astell Associates. Biodiversity would actually be created
within new planting areas within the proposed development. We are agreeable to a detailed
landscaping plan being a requirement of any allocation.
3.13. In summary, the issues raised in the Officers’ overview of the FR088 bid site in the MIR do not
represent a constraint to development. We believe the location, defined nature and connectivity that
the site enjoys make it an ideal location for a measured housing development. We agree with the
Officers’ assertions in the MIR that the site is ‘otherwise unconstrained’ and ‘benefits from existing
access and transportation links’.
4. Housing Strategy

4.1. The housing strategy contained within the Main Issues Report relies heavily on existing allocated
sites, a generic densification across sites within the AHMA, particularly in Oldmeldrum and some
limited small-scale allocations across the area to meet Strategic Development Plan (SDP) housing
requirement. This approach raises serious concerns on the range and scale of housing that can be
delivered on the back of that do-minimum strategy, the practicality of delivering significantly
increased density on certain sites, and the relationship between that strategy, the SDP in its final form
when approved later in 2019 and national policy on delivering more housing and a range of housing
more effectively.
4.2. Additional allocations, in appropriate locations are required to deliver the SDP’s housing requirement.
Bid site FR088 at Parcock Quarry presents such an opportunity.
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5. Conclusion
5.1 As set out in the preceding sections, the redevelopment of the former Parcock Quarry as a measured
housing opportunity of up to ten houses represents a deliverable development that can assist in
delivering the required housing in Oldmeldrum in the forthcoming LDP. We believe there are no
constraints to development, and the land should be considered an appropriate, effective opportunity
in the 2021 Local Development Plan.
In summary, the proposed development allocation on this site:
• Will deliver a small-scale residential development of up to ten single storey houses, meeting a
measured established demand for housing in Oldmeldrum;
• Will have minimal landscape impact, being set below the ridge of the land, using the rising
landform to the north east as a backdrop;
• Makes use of existing service ducts under the B9170, the pedestrian crossing point and industrial
standard vehicular access;
• Will be well connected to Oldmeldrum and its range of services and facilities through the adjacent
established core path network.

APPENDIX 1 - DISTANCES FROM TOWN CENTRE TO BID SITES
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Environmental Survey

Parcock Quarry, Oldmeldrum
1. Introduction

2. Conclusion and Recommendations

Background
Astell Associates have been instructed by to carry out an environmental
walkover survey of the site.

Habitats
The habitats present on site do not in themselves represent an important
ecological resource; however some of the elements on site will support
protected species at certain times of the year (see details below).

This report has been commissioned to support the current bid in the Local
Development Plan for new houses within the disused quarry and demonstrating
that the implications of the proposed development on the ecological and
landscape aspects on the site have been fully considered.
Survey Objectives
The objectives of this ecological survey were to characterise the habitats present
on site and to assess the study area to identify whether there were any features
on site that would indicate the presence of protected species and species or
habitats of nature conservation importance or the presence of non-native
invasive species that could represent a significant ecological constraint.

Protected Species
Protected species with implications for progress to works on site include the
following species: nesting birds.
The areas of scrub and some of the open areas are suitable for nesting birds.
Site works should not proceed in bird nesting season (March-August). Should
this be unavoidable a breeding birds survey should be conducted a maximum
of one week prior to the commencement of works to advise on the presence
of any active nests.
No other protected species were found on site or have the potential to be
impacted by the proposals.

astell associates

Parcock Quarry, Oldmeldrum – Environmental Survey
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3. Site Location

Figure 1: Location of Parcock Quarry, Old Meldrum. Grid reference: NJ807280.

4. Site Description
Parcock Quarry is a disused quarry north of Oldmeldrum. The site largely consists
of a mix of ephemeral and ruderal species with areas of gorse and semi-improved
neutral grassland.T o the south is the main road (89170) around the town, and a
residential area. On the north, east and west sides are arable fields.

��� astell associates

Approximate site outline in red.
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5. Methodology

6. Survey Results - Habitats

Ecological Walkover
A site visit was undertaken on 2nd April 2019 by Tim Stephen and Nigel Astell.
Habitats were classified as closely as possible in accordance with standard
methodology outlined by the Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC)
within the ‘Handbook for phase 1 habitat survey’ (2010).
The survey was conducted at approximately 10am; in patchy rain at 12 oC the sky
was overcast.
Protected Species
An appraisal of the habitats present on site was undertaken during the survey to
identify whether there were any suitable habitats for, or any signs to suggest the
presence of populations of protected species including bats, badgers, and red
squirrels.
Trees on Site
Several over-mature elders are located on this site. These large shrubs are
significant, due to their age. Eight of the elder on site have been numbered and
surveyed for height, number of stems, stem diameter, branch spread (to N, S, E
and W), condition, tree category and suitability for retention. Refer to Appendix
C for a plan showing the location of each of these trees and their arboricultural
tree category.
Data collected regarding individual trees and groups of trees are detailed in the
Tree Schedule, Appendix D.
It should be noted that this survey is not a tree safety inspection. It is carried out
in order to inform the local bid process

astell associates

A2.1 – Scrub – Dense/Continuous
The areas of high elevation and steep gradient are dominated by gorse with a
mixed understory of lesser celandine and ground elder. Brambles, cock’s foot
and thistles can be found frequently, with areas of broom and several elder
towards the east of this area.

Parcock Quarry, Oldmeldrum – Environmental Survey

8th April 2019

5

a. Designated Sites

82.1- Neutral Grassland- unimproved

The two areas which have not been dominated by tall herbs can be found in the
northwest and the eastern corner. Yorkshire fog dominates the grass species
here. Several herbaceous species can be found throughout these areas, such as
creeping thistle, rosebay willowherb, and cleavers.
C3.1-Tall Ruderal Vegetation

Much of the east of the site has been sprayed with herbicide. Nonetheless much
of this area is dominated by rosebay willowherb, creeping thistle, and cock's
foot, with areas of bramble and raspberry. Under the tall herbs and scrub
vegetation are species such as lesser celandine, cleavers, and ground elder.
J1.3 -Ephemeral/Short Perennial

The gravel access roads and the base of the lower quarry area have sparse, short
herbaceous vegetation. Common mouse-ear is abundant in this area, as is thale
cress. There are some species which dominate in neighbouring areas (such as
gorse and rosebay willowherb), however these plants have not come to
dominate in this area, possibly due to shallow soils.

Only one designated site is present within 2.5km, the Hill of Barra SSSI, 2.2km
south past Oldmeldrum. The proposed development site is not part of the
gireenspace network, nor is it listed on the Ancient Woodland or National Forest
Inventory. The proposed development will have no impact on statutory
protected sites in the local area.

9. Datasearch
A datasearch for protected species was conducted with the National Biological
Network's (NBN) 'Atlas' database which lists all confirmed records of species
within an established radius of a site.
Mammals

Records of 8 protected species of mammal are listed below in order of
abundance:
Species

Number of records

7. controlled lnvasiVe Species

Red Squirrel

22

Badger

The site was also assessed for the presence of invasive and injurious species
including Japanese knotweed Fallopia japonica and giant hogweed Herac/eum
mantegazzianum which are listed under Schedule 9 part ii of the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). Under section 14 of the Act it is an offence to
cause the spread or relocation of either species.

Common Pipistrelle
Brown Hare
Water Vole
Otter
Soprano pipistrelle
Brown Long-Eared Bat

5
5
3
1
1
1
1

No invasive or injurious species were found on or around the proposed
development site.

Closest to site

350m north
400m north
Boom southwest
1.1km southeast
1.9km east
300m south
300m south
2km east

P'lants

No records of protected plant species were recovered from the datasearch
within 2km of the proposed development site.

��� astell associates
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Birds

Accounts of one amber listed and four red listed species of bird with over ten
records were recovered from the NBN Atlas database. They are listed below in
order of abundance:
House Sparrow
Dunnock

21

Yellowhammer

20

12

Lapwing

12

Starling

19

All of the above species have the capacity to breed on the site. Only lapwing
does not have the capacity to breed on site within the areas of gorse and
continuous scrub. The areas of semi-improved neutral grassland would be
suitable for lapwing breeding. The areas of gorse and scrub will be unaffected by
the proposals, and over 90% of the semi-improved neutral grassland is to be
retained.

The Phase 1 Habitat survey, walkover survey is carried out t o ascertain the
species of birds present in the area and whether any are protected species. All
bird's nests are protected; different bir ds have different levels of protection
depending on their numbers, either locally or on a national basis
Incorporation of a building development into the countryside can reduce
biodiversity and hence the number of species of bir ds in an area. Sensitive design
of open spaces and use of indigenous trees, shrubs and herbaceous perennials
can ensure that biodiversity is maintained

10. Breeding Birds
Birds and Legislation

In the UK all wild birds, their nests and eggs, are protected by law. This is the
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. This has been amended in Scotland by the
Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004.

Photo 1:

Male chaffinch exhibiting breeding behaviour

Under these acts it is an offence to:
•
•
•
•

Intentionally kill, injure or take any wild bird.
Intentionally take damage or destroy the nest of any wild bird which is in
use or being built.
Intentionally take o r destroy the egg of any wild bird.
Intentionally or recklessly disturb a wild bird listed on schedule 1 whilst it
is nest building or at a nest containing eggs or young, or disturb the
young of such a bird.

Further: The Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004 implies a wide-ranging
duty on the Scottish public sector to conserve biodiversity and protect the
nation's precious natural heritage.

��� astell associates

Photo 2: Male yellowhammer calling
within territory.
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11. Birds Of Prev lincluding OwlsJ
Breeding Bird Survey
The following bird species were seen within the area (White denotes species not
declining; amber denotes species in decline; red/pink denotes species in severe
decline):
Blackbird

Chaffinch

Goldfinch
Woodpigeon

Great tit
Robin
Wren

Buzzard

Linnet

Herring Gull

Carrion crow
Greenfinch
Skylark

I

Yellowhammer

Birds of prey occupy many habitats depending on species, and choice of food,
which also varies from species t o species. Small mammals and birds are taken by
owls, sparrowhawk and buzzards, whilst kestrel will also forage for small rodents
and insects. Birds of prey will cover large distances during the day or night, and
will often use favorite feeding areas. They are larger birds than songbir ds, have
fe wer eggs per clutch and slower breeding rates. If birds of prey are shot or
poisoned, their slow breeding rate can result in rapid population decline.
Legal Protection of Birds of Prey

There is suitable nesting habitat for all of these species with the exception of
herring gull, carrion crow, great tit and woodpigeon. Species such as blackbird,
chaffinch, goldfinch, greenfinch, robin, wren and yellowhammer could all
potentially breed in the continuous scrub vegetation. Skylark could potentially
breed in the semi-improved neutral grassland. 90% of the semi-improved neutral
grassland and all of the continuous scrub is to be retained.
Male yellowhammer, linnet and chaffinch were observed exhibiting territorial
behaviour around the gorse, suggesting they have or are building nests.
It is recommended that site clearance should be conducted outside of the
breeding birds season (March -August). Should this be unavoidable a breeding
birds survey should be conducted a maximum of one week prior to this
operation to advise on the presence of any active nests.
Should a nest be found a 10m no-works zone will be erected where access is
limited to the ecological consultant and no construction, felling or storage of
materials will occur until the completion of the nest's usage. The ecological
consultant would check this nest weekly during this period.

��� astell associates

Overview

All birds of prey have full protection in the UK. The UK government has
recognized its responsibility for the conservation of bir ds of prey by
implementing global legislation: The Biodiversity Convention and European
Union Legislation (Wild Birds Directive). These are implemented in the UK
through the Wildlife and Countryside Act (Schedule 5) 1981, as amended by the
Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004.
All birds of prey, except the most common (buzzard, kestrel, and sparrowhawk)
are listed on Schedule 1 on the two UK laws, against intentional or reckless
disturbance during nesting.
Raptor Survey
Buzzards were seen flying overhead during the environmental walkover survey.
There are no large trees or cliff edges that would be suitable for the nesting of
birds of prey. No nests or signs of breeding raptors were found in or around the
proposed development site.
The proposed development will have no impact on the local bird of prey
population.
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12. Red Squirrels
Overview
The red squirrel is an arboreal mammal and spends most of its foraging time in
the woodland canopy. They prefer woodland where there is easy access from
tree to tree, without the necessity of frequently descending to ground level.
The red squirrel’s main diet consists of pine cones, beech mast, wild berries and
fungus. Although typically arboreal, they will also forage on the ground,
particularly in spring, when searching for fallen cones.
The autumn and winter seed harvest is extremely important, both for survival
through the winter months, and to ensure breeding success the following
spring. Chewed and stripped cones, and broken nut shells can often be found
scattered below a favourite feeding branch, or on tree stumps.
The squirrel builds nests or dreys in many trees, not just as a nursery for the
safety of the young, but for other purposes. Some may be crow or magpie nests
converted by the squirrels, but usually they are the squirrels’ own work, a
hollow ball composed of twigs, strips of bark, moss and leaves. Nursery dreys
are much larger than resting dreys, with a more complex structure of
interwoven leaves, grass, moss and sometimes paper, within the woven ball of
twigs. Resting dreys are smaller and can be a loose ball of twigs, a domed
structure, or a simple platform. The red squirrel drey is smaller and more
compact than that of the grey squirrel, and it is easy to differentiate between
the two.
The Red Squirrel is diurnal with peaks of activity in the early morning and just
before dark. It does not hibernate, although in the winter it may sleep more
than in the summer. Squirrels will still be active though, even in cold weather.

astell associates

Legislation Affecting Red Squirrels
The red squirrel population has declined in Britain in the last 50 years. This
decline has been caused by competition and displacement by the introduced
grey squirrel.
Red squirrels are a priority species within the UK Biodiversity Action Plan. In 2006
a Scottish strategy for red squirrel conservation was published (SNH 2004) which
aims to conserve viable populations of red squirrel across the current range.
Red squirrels have been protected against intentional acts of damage and
disturbance since the 1981 UK Wildlife and Countryside Act (WACA) Schedule 5.
This was amended to offer greater protection for red squirrels in the Nature
Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004, by including both intentional and reckless
acts.
It is now an offence to ‘intentionally or recklessly:
• kill, injure or take (capture) a red squirrel;
• damage, destroy or obstruct access to any structure or place which a red
squirrel uses for shelter or protection; or to
• disturb a red squirrel while it is occupying a structure or place which it uses
for that purpose.’
Squirrel Survey
The few small trees on this site are not suitable for squirrels. The nearest area of
woodland is 320m to the northeast of the site. However, there is no woodland
connectivity between that location and the site.
No evidence of squirrels was found on site. No squirrel dreys, eaten cones, feed
tables nor any evidence of red squirrel were found. The proposed development
will have no impact on the local red squirrel population.
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13. Badgers
Badger Characteristics
The badger, Meles meles, is a nocturnal animal that spends the day underground
in setts. These family setts can have anything from 5 – 50 badgers living in them.
However it is more usual to find around 15 individuals living in them at any one
time. Badgers have a defined territory within which the sett will be located.
Badgers will tend to walk their territory during the night, marking these areas
which they travel, on well-worn paths.
A set can be identified by means of the multiple openings, considerably larger
than rabbit holes. Piles of earth and old bedding are found outside the entry/exit
holes. Scratching posts and latrines are identifiable in the immediate proximity to
the sett. Badgers do not hibernate, but will sleep longer and deeper in winter
and will spend considerable periods underground during inclement weather.

Badgers and Legislation
Badgers are given protection under the Protection of Badgers Act 1992, as
amended by the Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004.
Badger Survey
The survey looked for evidence of hairs caught on fences, snuffle holes in the
grassland and site edges, badger latrines and sets. None were found. No
evidence of badgers was found. The topsoil on this site appeared to be shallow
across the entire site and would therefore be unsuitable for setts.
The exclusion zone for badgers recommended by SNH is 30m away from a sett.
There are no badger setts within 30m or close by the development site.
The proposed development site will not impact on the badger population of the
area.

The presence of badgers in an area is usually obvious as they leave many
indicators which can be used to identify their presence:









Setts, main setts, annex setts and outlying setts
Badger tracks
Large entrance tunnels to the setts
Soil heaps and old bedding
Muzzle holes, rooted up patches of grassland
Scratching posts/trees (often Elder)
Latrine pits
Hair on barbed wire fence

Badgers are resilient animals, good at foraging and due to their nocturnal habits,
can live in an area for many years without being noticed.
However, badgers do have difficulty in coping with major excavations, or the use
of heavy machinery coming over their tunnels, as this can cause the collapse of
large areas of the sett.
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14. Bats
Legal Protection of Bats
Bats are given protection under Annex IIa and IVa of the EC Habitats Directive
(92/43/EC) and applied in Scotland by the Conservation (Natural Habitats etc.)
Regulations 1994 as amended by the Conservation (Natural habitats)
(amendment) Regulations of 2004 and 2007.
Bats are a European protected species and as well as a prohibition on killing or
capturing them, legislation also relates to the protection of their breeding and
roosting and resting (day roost) sites. Any activity that may impair their ability to
survive, reproduce or rear their young is legislated against. It is also an offence to
disturb bats which may affect the local distribution or abundance of the species
to which it belongs.
Bat Characteristics
Bats use different roosts during different times of year, and for different
purposes. A bat colony will generally return to the same roosts year after year.
Bats hibernate over winter in a communal roost and generally remain inside from
autumn to spring. Winter roosts are typically caves, mines, buildings and hollow
trees which have constant low temperatures and high humidity. In spring, the
bats may use alternative roost sites which are used during the day. By summer
the female bats will be found at a maternity roost where they will give birth and
suckle young. Preferred sites for a maternity roost are hollow trees, buildings,
and bridges.

astell associates

Signs of Bat Habitation
The following features of trees which can be used as a bat roost were looked
for, as on page 64, box 8.1 of the BCT Bat Survey Guidelines (2016):








Natural/man made holes
Woodpecker holes
Cracks / splits in major limbs
Loose bark behind dense thick ivy
Hollows and cavities
Roosts within dense epicormic growth
Bird and bat boxes

Bat Survey
There are no trees or crevices in the rock face that would provide suitable habitat
for bat roosting. Bats may use the area to forage¸ and the woodland to the north
would provide habitat for bat roosting.
The local bat population will not be affected by the proposed development.
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15.

Tree Survey

The survey found eight large elder, three small elder, and one rowan on site, as
detailed below in the tree schedule. The elder are veteran, long-established
bushes.
The large elder on site are large shrubs. Elder responds to transplanting and
these mature shrubs will be moved outwith the proposed development area and
into areas that are to be used for landscaping.
Refer to Appendicies C and D for details of tree categories and tree life stages.
Tree Schedule
Dia at Canopy Radius (m)
Height RPA
1.5m
Age Class Description
(m) (m)
N
S
E
W
(cm)

No

Species

1

Elder

.

4

4

5

4

6

5.6

2

Elder

.

2

2

2

2

5

2.9

M

3

Elder

.

1

1

1

1

4

2.7

4

Elder

17, 16,
17, 10

2

3

3

2

4

3.7

5

Elder

.

3

3

3

3

4

3.2

6

Elder

.

3

3

4

3

5

7

Area of
elder

.

3

3

4

3

8

Elder

23, 25,
18, 16,
34, 38,
24, 18

3

7

8

7
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OM C3

Action

11 stems, average DBH 14cm. Multi-stemmed from base, several stems have fallen in
the past, some with ear fungus apparent. Extensive dead wood but growth is
vigorous. Tree appears healthy.

Relocate for proposals.

B1

7 stems, average DBH 9cm. Multi-stemmed from base, some dead wood and snags
but tree appears healthy.

Relocate for proposals.

M

B1

10 stems from base, average DBH 7cm. Some dead wood and snags but tree
appears healthy.

Relocate for proposals.

M

C1

Multi-stemmed from base, some dead wood and snags but tree appears healthy.

Relocate for proposals.

OM B3

7 stems, average DBH 10cm. Multi-stemmed from base, tree appears healthy.

Relocate for proposals.

5.4

OM A3

12 stems from base, average DBH 13cm. Tree appears healthy.

Relocate for proposals.

4

5.6

OM B2

Five multi-stemmed individuals, maximum DBH: three stems of 27cm. Some dead
wood and snags but these trees appear healthy.

Relocate for proposals.

6

8.7

Multi-stemmed from base, most stems have collapsed outwards but tree appears
healthy. A ring of younger elder has established at the edge of the canopy span.

Retain.

V

B3
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e Category A Trees
e Category B Trees
•
Category C Trees
• Category U Trees

(\ Root protection area
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Appendix A:

Site Photos

6

Photo 4: View south in continuous scrub area in west of site. All of the scrub is
dominated by gorse. These areas are being used by nesting birds.

5

3

Photo 6: View west across eastern area. Several large, mature and over-mature
elder grow at the edge of the old quarry pit. These trees will be relocated
for the proposals.

8

Photo 5: Tall herb (mostly rosebay willowherb) area in east of site. Ground cover is
lesser celandine. Veteran elder (8) should be retained.

astell associates

Photo 7: View north from western area. The elevated areas in the north of the site,
and the steep embankments are dominated by scrub. Much of the lower
areas are dominated by tall herbs such as rosebay willowherb.
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AppendiXB:

Species lists

82.1- Neutral Grassland - unimproved

A2.1- Scrub- Dense/Continuous
Plant Species

Abundance (DAFOR
Scale)

Ulex europaeus (Gorse)
Aegopodium podagraria (Ground Elder)
Ficaria vema ( Lesser Celandine)
Dactylis glomerata ( Cock's Foot)
Rubus fruticosus agg (Bramble)
Chamaenerion angustifolium (Rosebay
Willowherb)
Cytisus scoparius (Broom)
Digitalis purpurea (Foxglove)
Ga/ium aparine (Cleavers)
Holcus /anatus (Yorkshire Fog)
Ranunculus repens (Creeping Buttercup)
Rubus idaeus (Raspberry)
Rumex obtusifolius (Bitter Dock)
Sambucus nigra (Elder)
Urtica dioica (Nettle)
Cerastium fontanum ( Common Mouse-Ear)
Cirsium arvense ( CreepingThistle)
Dryopteris filix-mas (Male Fern)
Ribes sanguineum (Flowering Currant)
Rumex acetosa (Common Sorrel)
Sonchus asper (PricklySow -T histle)
Taraxacum agg. (Dandelion)
Vicia sativa (Common Vetch)

Dominant
Abundant
Abundant
Frequent
Frequent

��� astell associates

Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Rare
Rare
Rare
Rare
Rare
Rare
Rare
Rare

Plant Species

Abundance (DAFOR
Scale)

Holcus /anatus (Yorkshire Fog)
Cirsium arvense ( Creeping Thistle)
Dactylis glomerata ( Cock's Foot)
Chamaenerion angustifolium (Rosebay
Willowherb)
Cirsium vulgare (Spear Thistle)
Galium aparine (Cleavers)
Ranunculus repens ( Creeping Buttercup)
Aegopodium podagraria (Ground Elder)
Digitalis purpurea (Foxglove)
Ficaria vema (Lesser Celandine)
Rumex obtusifolius (Bitter Dock)
Taraxacum agg. (Dandelion)
Urtica dioica (Nettle)
Vicia sativa (Common Vetch)
Cerastium fontanum (Common Mouse-Ear)
Cytisus scoparius (Broom)
Rubus fruticosus agg (Bramble)
Ulex europaeus (Gorse)

Dominant
Abundant
Abundant
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Frequent
Frequent
Frequent
Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Rare
Rare
Rare
Rare
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C3.1 - Tall Ruderal Vegetation
Plant Species

Chamaenerion angustifolium (Rosebay
Willowherb)
Ficaria verna ( Lesser Celandine)
Cirsium arvense ( CreepingThistle)
Dactylis glomerata ( Cock's Foot)
Galium aparine (Cleavers)
Holcus /anatus (Yorkshire Fog)
Rubus fruticosus agg (Bramble)
Rubus idaeus (Raspberry)
Sambucus nigra (Elder)
Aegopodium podagraria ( Ground Elder)
Ranunculus repens (Creeping Buttercup)
Rumex obtusifolius (Bitter Dock)
Urtica dioica (Nettle)
Vida sativa (Common Vetch)
Cerastium fontanum ( Common Mouse-Ear)
Digitalis purpurea (Foxglove)
Rumex acetosa (Common Sorrel)
Sonchus asper (PricklySow -T histle)
Taraxacum agg. (Dandelion)
Ulex europaeus (Gorse)

��� astell associates

J1.3 -Ephemeral/Short Perennial
Abundance (DAFOR
Scale)

Dominant
Dominant
Abundant
Abundant
Abundant
Abundant
Frequent
Frequent
Frequent
Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Rare
Rare
Rare
Rare
Rare
Rare

Plant Species

Abundance (DAFOR
Scale)

Cerastium fontanum (Common Mouse-Ear)
Chamaenerion angustifolium (Rosebay
Willowherb)
Arabidopsis thaliana (Thale Cress)
Cirsium vulgare (Spear Thistle)

Abundant

Rubus fruticosus agg (Bramble)
Taraxacum agg. (Dandelion)
Veronica chamaedrys (Speedwell)
Cytisus scoparius (Broom)
Dactylis glomerata (Cock's Foot)
Digitalis purpurea (Foxglove)
Holcus /anatus (Yorkshire Fog)
Ranunculus repens ( Creeping Buttercup)
Rumex obtusifolius (Bitter Dock)
Ulex europaeus (Gorse)
Urtica dioica (Nettle)

Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Rare
Rare
Rare
Rare
Rare
Rare
Rare
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Appendix C:

Adapted from BS: 5837 2012 Trees in Relation to Construction.

Table 1: Cascade chart for tree quality assessment
Category and definition

Criteria (including subcategories where appropriate)

Identification
on plan

Category U
Trees which cannot be retained
long-term (for longer than 10
years)

•

DARK RED

•
•

Trees that have a serious structural defect which puts them at risk of collapse, including those that will become
unviable after removal of other trees
Trees that are dead or dying
Trees infected with pathogens which could affect the health and/or safety of nearby trees, or very low-quality trees
which suppress trees of better quality

NOTE Category U trees can have existing or potential conservation value which might be desirable to preserve.

TREES TO BE CONSIDERED FOR RETENTION
1 Mainly arboricultural values

2 Mainly landscape values

3 Mainly cultural values,
including conservation

Category A
Trees of high quality and value:
in good condition; able to
persist for long (a minimum of
40 years).

Trees that are particularly good examples of their
species, especially if rare or unusual; or those that
are essential components of groups (e.g. the
dominant and/or principal trees within an
avenue).

Trees, groups or woodlands of
particular visual importance.

Trees, groups or woodlands
of significant conservation,
historical, or other value
(e.g. veteran trees)

LIGHT GREEN

Category B
Trees of moderate quality with
an estimated remaining life
expectancy of at least 20 years

Trees downgraded from category A because of
impaired condition (e.g. presence of minor
defects, including unsympathetic past
management or storm damage).

Collections of trees (in groups or
woodlands) with a higher rating than
they would have as individuals.

Trees with some
conservation or other
cultural value

MID BLUE

Category C
Trees of low quality with an
estimated remaining life
expectancy of at least 10 years,
or young trees with a stem
diameter below 150 mm

Unremarkable trees of very limited merit or such
impaired condition that they do not qualify in
higher categories

Trees present in groups or
woodlands, without significantly
greater collective landscape value;
and/or trees offering low or only
temporary landscape benefits

Trees with no conservation
or other cultural value

GREY
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AppendiXD
y
SM
EM
M
OM
V

Tree Life Stages from BS: 5837

AppendiXG:

Young
Semi-mature
Early-mature
Mature
Over -mature
Veteran

AppendiXE:

Town & Country Planning Act 1990
Town & Country Planning (Trees) Regulations 1999
Construction (Design & M anagement) Regulations 1994

Professional Qualifications

Nigel Astell has been involved in ecology and arboriculture for over 40 years. He
holds degrees in Botany and Zoology and is a member of the Arboricultural
Association and The Chartered Institute of Environmental and Ecological
Management.
Tim Stephen has a BSc (Hons) Ecology from The University of Aberdeen, and has
been involved in ecological surveying, research, species identification and
teaching on ecology field courses in the UK and overseas since 2014.

AppendiXF:

contact Details

Client:

Legislation, Guidance and References

Directive 92/43/EEC The Conservation of National Habitat & of Wild Flora &
Fauna,
Directive 79/409/EEC, The Conservation of Wild Bir ds (The Birds Directive)
The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981
Nature Conser vation (Scotland) Act 2004
Badgers Act 1992
Natural Environment and Rural Communities Acts 2006
The Conservation ( Habitats & c.) Regulations 1994
Annex IV of the EC Habitats Directive 1994
JINCC. (2010 ).Handbook for Phase 1 Habit at Survey: A Technique for
Environmental Audit. JNCC. Peterborough
Collins, J. ( ed) (2016) Bat Sur veys: Good Pr actice Guidelines. /d Edition. Bat
Conservation Trust, London
Kruuk, H. (1989). The Social Badger. Oxford University Press, Oxford
Altringham, J.D. (2011) Bats: From Evolution to Conservation. Oxford University
Press, Oxford
Pearce, G.E. (2015) Badger Behaviour, Conservation & Rehabilitation,
Pelagic Publishing

Environmental Consultant:

Astell Associates,
26 Binghill Crescent,
Milltimber,
Aberdeen
AB13 oHP
Tel.: 01224 8686458
E-m ail: info@astellassociates.co.uk
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