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Doing things digitally is our preference. Tick the box if you are not happy to receive
correspondence via email:
Tick the box if you would like to subscribe to the Aberdeenshire LDP eNewsletter:

Fair processing notice
Please tick to confirm your agreement to the following statements:

X

By submitting a response to the consultation, I agree that Aberdeenshire Council can use the
information provided in this form, including my personal data, as part of the review of the
Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan. This will include consultation on the Main Issues Report
(including any subsequent Proposed Plan).
I also agree that following the end of the consultation, i.e. after 8 April 2019, my name and
respondent identification number (provided to you by Aberdeenshire Council on receipt of your
submission) can be published alongside a copy of my completed response on the Main Issues
Report website (contact details and information that is deemed commercially sensitive will not be
made available to the public).
The data controller for this information is Aberdeenshire Council. The data on the form will be used
to inform a public debate of the issues and choices presented in the Main Issues Report of the
Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan 2021. It will inform the content of the Proposed
Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan.
Aberdeenshire Council will only keep your personal data for as long as is needed. Aberdeenshire
Council will retain your response and personal data for a retention period of 5 years from the date
upon which it was collected. After 5 years Aberdeenshire Council will review whether it is
necessary to continue to retain your information for a longer period. A redacted copy of your
submission will be retained for 5 years beyond the life of the Local Development Plan 2021,
possibly until 2037
Your Data, Your Rights
You have got legal rights about the way Aberdeenshire Council handles and uses your data, which
include the right to ask for a copy of it, and to ask us to stop doing something with your data.
If you are unhappy with the way that Aberdeenshire Council or the Joint Data Controllers have
processed your personal data then you do have the right to complain to the Information
Commissioner’s Officer, but you should raise the issue with the Data Protection Officers first. The
Data Protection Officers can be contacted by writing to:
▪

Mr Andrew Lawson, Data Protection Officer, Aberdeenshire Council, Business Services,
Town House, 34 Low Street, Banff, AB45 1AY

If you have difficulty understanding this document and require a translation, or you need help
reading this document (for example if you need it in a different format or in another language),
please phone us on 01467 536230.
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Your comments
Re the Draft Proposed Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan 2021, with reference to the Marr Area plan I
wish to comment on the area designated MR020 /FOP1 West of Tarland Road, Aboyne.
There are plans approved for a considerable number of houses in this area, some currently under
construction and a further 170 homes etc awaiting full Planning approval.

Site MR020 abuts Site OP1 to its north. In turn OP1 is adjacent to OP2 and the Kemsley Green
housing estate. The LDP outlines that Site MR020 is dependent on road access being made via
Site OP1. During the planning process for OP1 local objections were raised concerning the
unsuitability of road access for that site. Due to the development failing to gain a direct route onto
the A93, it is planned that all access for the extensive development of OP1 will be through the
existing and planned residential streets of Site OP2 and the existing Kemsley Green development.
Balnagowan Drive is patently unsuitable and unsafe to be used as a main area access route for
large developments entailing a large amount of through traffic. These arguments have been
bolstered by experience as the, as yet, relatively small Site OP2 development, has already
noticeably increased traffic along the east end of Balnagowan Drive as drivers access the still
developing AJC development. That a further 200 households from MR020 would add to this traffic
through a poorly thought out traffic plan is unacceptable. During the planning process for OP1 the
Scottish Government Reporter stated that consideration be given to providing access to this area
from the A93. Planning papers show that the developer and Council have taken no account of this
recommendation. If MR020 ever goes ahead it should be made mandatory that an access to A93
must be provided via the OP1 site.
Aboyne is a low-lying village that, as outlined in the LDP, is well screened by trees. The
development of Site MR020 would be out of keeping with the village as it would entail developing
up a steep hill, dominating the west end of the village in a manner no other part of the village
does. Whilst the LDP outlines that it would be bordered by existing woodland, to the south this is
not the case and even with the suggested planting of screening trees, the development is very
likely to be prominent from the south and west, making a disproportionate urban impact on the Dee
valley at Aboyne.
I have concerns regarding the management of water and drainage in relation to Site
MR020. Currently, the Site OP2 and the developing Site OP1 use an existing burn or field drain as
part of the drainage system. In dry periods this poses little issue but experience and hard evidence
demonstrates that periods of heavy rainfall, the existing developments already overload
the drainage system (i.e. even before Site OP1 is developed). The system of retention basins has
been shown to be inadequate and unable to stop localised flooding in the area of Tarland
Road. There is no confidence that the planning process for Site OP1 took into account known
information and experience and that Site OP1 will also utilise the pre-existing small burn as part of
its drainage system, thereby exacerbating the existing situation as well as adding to the known
risks further downstream in the centre of Aboyne. Given that Site MR020 is uphill from Site OP1
and its proximity to an existing watercourse is noted, it is anticipated that all water from this Site will
drain downhill into the existing estates. Therefore, it is feared that unless a suitable, independent
drainage system were to be used that took into account the consequential impact of MR020

drainage on the surrounding area, it is very likely to add to existing issues of drainage capacity in
the west end of Aboyne.
In addition, I cannot see that additional housing will be required for a considerable number of years.
Currently AJC the developer for OP1 and OP2 is finding difficulty in selling houses already planned
and built.
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