Doing things digitally is our preference. Tick the box if you are not happy to receive
correspondence via email: þ

Tick the box if you would like to subscribe to the Aberdeenshire LDP eNewsletter:
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Fair processing notice
Please tick to confirm your agreement to the following statements:

þ

By submitting a response to the consultation, I agree that Aberdeenshire Council can use the
information provided in this form, including my personal data, as part of the review of the
Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan. This will include consultation on the Main Issues Report
(including any subsequent Proposed Plan).
I also agree that following the end of the consultation, i.e. after 8 April 2019, my name and
respondent identification number (provided to you by Aberdeenshire Council on receipt of your
submission) can be published alongside a copy of my completed response on the Main Issues
Report website (contact details and information that is deemed commercially sensitive will not be
made available to the public).
The data controller for this information is Aberdeenshire Council. The data on the form will be used
to inform a public debate of the issues and choices presented in the Main Issues Report of the
Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan 2021. It will inform the content of the Proposed
Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan.
Aberdeenshire Council will only keep your personal data for as long as is needed. Aberdeenshire
Council will retain your response and personal data for a retention period of 5 years from the date
upon which it was collected. After 5 years Aberdeenshire Council will review whether it is
necessary to continue to retain your information for a longer period. A redacted copy of your
submission will be retained for 5 years beyond the life of the Local Development Plan 2021,
possibly until 2037
Your Data, Your Rights
You have got legal rights about the way Aberdeenshire Council handles and uses your data, which
include the right to ask for a copy of it, and to ask us to stop doing something with your data.
If you are unhappy with the way that Aberdeenshire Council or the Joint Data Controllers have
processed your personal data then you do have the right to complain to the Information
Commissioner’s Officer, but you should raise the issue with the Data Protection Officers first. The
Data Protection Officers can be contacted by writing to:
§

Mr Andrew Lawson, Data Protection Officer, Aberdeenshire Council, Business Services,
Town House, 34 Low Street, Banff, AB45 1AY

If you have difficulty understanding this document and require a translation, or you need help
reading this document (for example if you need it in a different format or in another language),
please phone us on 01467 536230.
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Your comments
Introduction
Savills Planning is pleased to submit this representation on behalf of the Fettercairn Estate to the
Aberdeenshire Main Issues Report (MIR) 2019. This submission fully supports the continued residential
allocation of the site at land north west of Fettercairn (Site Ref: OP1).
The MIR contains a number of main issues upon which the Fettercairn Estate wish to make comment.
Furthermore, where relevant, responses to the Draft Proposed Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan
(PLDP) (January 2019) have also been included below.
Main Issue Report Responses
Within the MIR Kincardine and Mearns Settlements document, under the Fettercairn Settlement Statement,
Site KN048 is identified as a preferred site by Council for 60 homes. The site acts as an extension to the
existing residential allocation (Site Ref:OP1), allocated for 40 units. The Council considers the site ‘forms a
logical extension as it is well connected to the settlement with good pedestrian access to the primary school
and village centre’
The site was promoted during the Call for Sites stage in 2018 and the Council assessment considered that ‘A
second road access through Garrol Place is required, as the number of homes off Gladstone Gardens will
exceed 50.’ Fettercairn Estate have already undertaken positive discussions with the Langstane Housing
Association, regarding the Garrol Place access.
Furthermore, Savills have also contacted the Council Roads Department regarding the potential for a
temporary construction traffic access onto Distillery Road. We have included the Road Departments Response
within Appendix 1. The Councils Roads Department set outs the requirements in order to achieve a temporary
construction access. Subject to supplying this information, it is considered that a future temporary construction
access can be delivered in this location. A meeting will be undertaken with the Roads Department in early
course to discuss matters further. The site is currently being marketed with a number of interested parties,
who wish to take forward development on the site.
In order to achieve delivery of new housing sites, it would be prudent for the Council to identify readily
developable sites, effective within the plan period, to ensure the housing land supply targets are met. Such
an approach would seek to encourage the development of sites that can be built out by 2026, are not reliant
on the prior provision of infrastructure, and can coexist with surrounding land uses. The site in Fettercairn can
satisfy these criteria. On this basis, Site KN048 merits a formal residential allocation for 60 homes within the
new LDP. Full reference should be made to the Call for Sites submission made in 2018 for the site.
In preparing a new Local Development Plan, the Council has to prepare a Main Issues Report which is the
primary consultation document in the preparation of the Plan. The MIR sets out a development strategy for
the future of Aberdeenshire Council, as well as a policy framework for guiding development.
Page 19 of the MIR supports “the right development in the right place” in accordance with Scottish Planning
Policy (SPP) paragraph 15. Furthermore, the MIR notes that in terms of new housing sites a ‘sharp focus on

delivery is required.’ The small scale site in Fettercairn offers a constraint free residential site that can be
delivered in the short term.
In terms of Main Issue 11 – Policy H2 Affordable Housing, Fettercairn Estate supports the delivery of affordable
homes, with 25% of new homes on developments sites being affordable. Notwithstanding, the Council should
adopt a level of flexibility where relevant, on a site to site basis to take account of viability issues.
Draft Proposed Local Development Plan Responses
Within the PLDP Kincardine and Mearns document, under the Fettercairn Settlement Statement, the site at
land north west of Fettercairn is identified as Site OP1, a residential allocation for 60 homes. The Fettercairn
Estate welcomes this designation and note the site requirements.
While Fettercairn Estate fully supports the delivery of affordable homes as part of the site, the site requirement
notes ‘This should be delivered as part of the early phases of development’. Fettercairn Estate consider the
Council should adopt a level of flexibility on the delivery of affordable housing, and should not restrict the
delivery of the affordable housing. As such, Fettercairn Estate request that the sentence should be amended
to read ‘This should be delivered as part of the development’.
The Spatial Strategy
The Draft PLDP (page 11) states that the Council ‘need to be confident that land can be brought forward for
development within the Plan period, and that the range of new sites allocated alongside the existing effective
supply will maintain a sufficient housing land supply. We cannot have confidence that long term constrained
sites will be brought forward for development, and we have removed many of these sites from the Plan.’
Fettercairn Estate welcomes the acknowledgement from the Council to identify readily developable sites,
effective within the plan period, to ensure the housing land supply targets are met. New allocations should not
be reliant on the prior provision of infrastructure, and can coexist with surrounding land uses and can create
or be contained within robust defensible boundaries. The site in Fettercairn is a prime example of such a site
and Fettercairn Estate firmly believe it merits an allocation as a residential development site in the forthcoming
Aberdeenshire LDP.
Summary
Fettercairn is an appropriate location for additional housing which can be delivered in a sensitive and
sustainable way to respond to the existing village fabric and incorporate the highest standards of placemaking.
In carefully planning an appropriate housing mix including affordable housing, the site can deliver new homes
of quality and value to Fettercairn. The site is well placed in terms of its scale and effectiveness to continue to
be allocated as a housing site under the new LDP.
Fettercairn Estate therefore fully support the proposed residential site at the site at land north west of
Fettercairn is identified as Site OP1 (Bid Ref: KN048) for 60 homes. The site requirements should include
reference to a temporary construction access onto Distillery Road.
We trust that the above comments will be taken into consideration in finalising the LDP Proposed Plan, and
reserve the right to amend and supplement these comments in the future.

Yes you are correct in terms of the query.
However would you also be able to consider if it would be possible to also maintain it as a permanent access for the
site?
Happy to discuss
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From:
Sent: 01 March 2019 2:19 PM
To:
Subject: RE: Fettercairn - Main Issues Report Site KN048
Afternoon
Apologies I haven’t responded we are dealing with a very heavy workload, and I wanted to touch base with my
manager in the first instance also. I am going to Fettercairn in the middle of the week next week to have a look at
the lay of the land and I will advise from there.
Now just so I am 100% sure what you are querying, this access on to Distillery Road would only be temporary and be
used for construction traffic during the development, until completion?
Please can you remove Christine from this e-mail correspondence chain, Christine looks after the Marr area of
Aberdeenshire?
Kind Regards

Engineer (K&M)
Transportation - Roads Development - Aberdeenshire Council
Busines
Tel No

on House Arduthie Road, Stonehaven, AB39 2QP.
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