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Doing things digitally is our preference. Tick the box if you are not happy to receive
correspondence via email:
Tick the box if you would like to subscribe to the Aberdeenshire LDP eNewsletter:

X

Fair processing notice
Please tick to confirm your agreement to the following statements:

X

By submitting a response to the consultation, I agree that Aberdeenshire Council can use the
information provided in this form, including my personal data, as part of the review of the
Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan. This will include consultation on the Main Issues Report
(including any subsequent Proposed Plan).
I also agree that following the end of the consultation, i.e. after 8 April 2019, my name and
respondent identification number (provided to you by Aberdeenshire Council on receipt of your
submission) can be published alongside a copy of my completed response on the Main Issues
Report website (contact details and information that is deemed commercially sensitive will not be
made available to the public).

The data controller for this information is Aberdeenshire Council. The data on the form will be used
to inform a public debate of the issues and choices presented in the Main Issues Report of the
Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan 2021. It will inform the content of the Proposed
Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan.
Aberdeenshire Council will only keep your personal data for as long as is needed. Aberdeenshire
Council will retain your response and personal data for a retention period of 5 years from the date
upon which it was collected. After 5 years Aberdeenshire Council will review whether it is
necessary to continue to retain your information for a longer period. A redacted copy of your
submission will be retained for 5 years beyond the life of the Local Development Plan 2021,
possibly until 2037
Your Data, Your Rights
You have got legal rights about the way Aberdeenshire Council handles and uses your data, which
include the right to ask for a copy of it, and to ask us to stop doing something with your data.
If you are unhappy with the way that Aberdeenshire Council or the Joint Data Controllers have
processed your personal data then you do have the right to complain to the Information
Commissioner’s Officer, but you should raise the issue with the Data Protection Officers first. The
Data Protection Officers can be contacted by writing to:
▪

Mr Andrew Lawson, Data Protection Officer, Aberdeenshire Council, Business Services,
Town House, 34 Low Street, Banff, AB45 1AY

If you have difficulty understanding this document and require a translation, or you need help
reading this document (for example if you need it in a different format or in another language),
please phone us on 01467 536230.
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Main Issues Report

X

Draft Proposed Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan
Strategic Environmental Assessment Interim Environmental Assessment
Other

Your comments
Luthermuir KN099 (OP2) - The Chapel
Background
This site is located to the South West of the village of Luthermuir on agricultural land falling slightly and evenly North West to South East.
In previous Local Plan submissions, this site has been linked and processed along with KN098 (OP1) - The Glebe as one development. The sites are in the ownership of two
separate bodies, one of which has limited finances. It was agreed therefore that the two sites be brought forward together, with overheads shared. As there was some
concern over the delivery of Newbiggin Cottages development (APP/2016/2326), the development of the two sites allowed easier independent servicing.
A public consultation was held in the Luthermuir Village Hall in November 2014 from 10.00 am to 7.30 pm. Approximately 30 people attended over the day It was noted that there
were no negative comments and the public were in support of new housing development on these two sites. The only two recurring points raised were the desire for a village shop
and that the 'Kirkie', a track leading from Church Road to School Road and offering access to a relatively recent house and the former manse, Muirton House, be retained as a
popular local path.
Plans indicating a draft layout were subsequently prepared and discussed with the Development Team at the Department of Planning and Department of Roads at Stonehaven.
Modifications were subsequently made to the layout in light of the Roads Department's comments to form a link to the site at Newbiggin Cottages ((APP/2016/2326).
Fairhurst, the consulting engineers have been engaged to prepare a site survey and produce designs for the roads and drainage. Investigations have been carried out to determine
any environmental restraints.
Contrary to the statement in the Main Issues Report (Site KN107) it is our understanding that the local community would prefer to see the development take place on the OP1 and
OP2 sites. These two sites offer a natural extension of previous developments and have no planning restrictions.
We would also note that the open space P1 is a private field and not a public open space.
The delay in advancing the OP1 and OP2 sites is mainly due to market conditions. The allocations of these two sites has coincided with the present, lengthy recession in the
housing market in the North East of Scotland. While they continue to be proactive in the development of the sites, our clients were understandably reluctant to commit to a financial
burden which might take some years to re-coup.
With the modest upturn in the North East economy, our clients are now keen to progress the development of these sites.
Our clients acknowledge that although there is a demand for housing in Luthermuir, it will be for a local market rather than regional demand. While our clients' original approach was
to market the sites to larger scale, national developers, they recognise that by dividing the development into smaller, more manageable phases , the site will attract smaller local
builders, better suited to the site's earlier delivery.
While the North end of the Kirkie path would be suitable for an emergency access, the preferred access to the OP1 site is to the South. As the Newbiggin site has experienced
some difficulty in delivery and has not yet moved to construction, an access through the an early phase of the OP2 site would ensure an independent delivery.
Accordingly, it is our clients' intention to submit a a Proposal of Application Notice for the allocated site later in 2019 with a view to submit an application for Planning Permission later
this year.

Proposed Development
We attach drawings indicating a revised layout with draft elevations of the Village Hub and School Road.
This site will deliver the aspirations of the Community but, in recognition of the current housing market, the layout has been amended to offer a broader mix of housing within a
phased development to better reflect the timescale and demand. The number of the housing units has also been reduced to offer a wider range of house types.
The village shop and business units are retained but if they prove unviable, they may be converted easily to housing units. From the elevations, it may be seen our clients have
attempted to reflect Luthermuir's character in the layout and elevational treatment of the square and facade to School Road.
As you will note the development features a number of paths and walkways linking the phases to each other, KNo98 (OP1) and to the wider village
Physical Characteristics
There is a very slight slope North West to South East but the site relatively flat. The sewer will have to be extended either through the Newbiggin Site or independently. There is
adequate opportunity for flood attenuation on the site.
Programme for Delivery
Though subject still, to market conditions, it is anticipated that an Environmental Assessment may be prepared in the next few months with further consultation and the production of
a masterplan thereafter. An application for Planning Permission would follow by the end of this year.. By marketing to a smaller local market, it is anticipated that the delivery of the
first houses could be anticipated by the end of 2020, somewhat earlier than the conservative estimations of delivery previously given.
Conclusion
The KN099 site has been delayed primarily by the recession in the housing market. Our clients have taken into consideration the restraints of the market and views of the local
community. A phased construction is now proposed to better accommodate the demand of a local market. A continuing link with the KN098 site will ensure an independent and
more deliverable site.
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