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Good street design should derive from 

an intelligent response to location, 

rather than the rigid application of 

standards… 

Designing Streets is not a standards-

based document. Balanced decision-

making is at the core of this policy. 

Design-led solutions must be employed.

Designing Streets

National Planning Policy













Preparation

• Planning considerations

• RCC Considerations

• Coordination of phases

• Get the right people on 

your team

• Programme



Pre-application Discussions

• Design Workshop

• Early review of proposals by 

the Planning and Roads 

Services

• Access to Council expertise 

and knowledge of local issues

• Ensure that sufficient space is 

allocated for each element of 

the design

• Ensure that the streets can be 

adopted on completion of the 

development project



Common Design Issues

• Footways – One, two or none?

• Routing of services?

• Positioning Street Lights?

• Drainage?



• Speed control

• No footway = target 

speed of 10mph



• Overland Flow

• Which way does the 

water flow in a big 

flood?

• What are the road 

drains for?



• Parking



Culs-de-sac



• Swept Paths



RCC Submission

• A complete submission will be processed 

faster (See Section 4 of RCC Standards)

• Missing information will lead to delays

• Is layout backed up by design calculations?

• In accordance with AC standards? 

• Design check certificates submitted?

• SER and QA completed and approved?

• Phases



RCC Changes

• Keep the Roads Authority informed

• Changes of house type nearly always have 

RCC implications

• Seek approval for any changes

• Make sure that site staff are working to the 

latest RCC drawings



Road Adoption

• The Road must be built to the RCC

• One year maintenance period

• Final Inspection

• As built drawings

• Release of Road bond
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