
 

DoorsOpenDays2022
Saturday 17th & Sunday 18th  September

Doors Open Days is coordinated nationally by the Scottish Civic Trust. 
It runs throughout Scotland every September as part of European Heritage Days. 

For more information see our websites 
www.doorsopendays.org.uk      www.scottishcivictrust.org.uk
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With so many buildings to 
visit across Aberdeenshire on 
Doors Open weekend, there’s 

something for everyone – 
what better excuse to explore 

the region! 

www.doorsopendays.org.uk
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Welcome to Doors Open Days Aberdeenshire 2022
This year’s event will be held over two days, Saturday 17th and Sunday 18th 
September 2022, allowing visitors the best opportunity to visit a wide range of 
properties both physically, and digitally, across Aberdeenshire.

We have an exciting and varied programme with more than 40 properties 
taking part, some for the first time!  There will also be tours, exhibitions, and 
refreshments at many of the venues, hosted by Doors Open Days volunteers. 

Come along and join us in celebrating Aberdeenshire’s rich heritage!

Doors Open Days is Scotland’s largest free annual architectural event.  It is 
coordinated nationally by the Scottish Civic Trust and is part of European 
Heritage Days, a joint initiative of the Council of Europe and the European Union 
alongside Scottish Archaeology Month.  Both events are supported by Historic 
Environment Scotland.

This year’s Aberdeenshire event has been organised by Aberdeenshire Council’s 
Historic Environment Team, led by Clare Tierney.

Our gratitude and thanks go to all those who have generously agreed to open 
their buildings to make this event possible, and to the volunteers who have 
given up their valuable time. 

SHARE YOUR EXPERIENCE OF DOORS OPEN DAYS ABERDEENSHIRE
We would love to hear from you about the event, the buildings you visited and 
your feedback.  Please send us your photos of your favourite buildings and 
share your experiences of the day by posting them to our Facebook site.

  Aberdeenshire Architecture Heritage Design

OPENING TIMES
Please note that not all properties are open on both days. Please check the 
opening times of the properties you wish to visit before you travel. Openings may also 
be subject to unavoidable last-minute changes. For the most up to date information on 
the buildings taking part, please check the event’s national website  
http://www.doorsopendays.org.uk/ or our Facebook page  

  Aberdeenshire Architecture Heritage Design/  

Please remember that if you would prefer not to leave the comfort of your own 
home there is plenty of virtual content available for you to explore at  
Doors Open Days Scotland 2022 | Get into buildings!

https://www.facebook.com/AberdeenshireArchitectureHeritageDesign/
http://www.doorsopendays.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/AberdeenshireArchitectureHeritageDesign/
http://www.doorsopendays.org.uk/
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Doors Open Day 2022

Events Guide
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Please note that visitors entering buildings do so at their own risk.   
Children must be accompanied by an adult.  None of the participating buildings or 
organisations are responsible for any accidents or damage that might be incurred.   

The owners/custodians of the buildings retain the right to refuse access. 

Parking

Events for Children

Refreshments

 Hearing Loop

Toilets 

Wheelchair Accesible 
Toilet 

KEY TO VENUE SYMBOLS

Wheelchair Accesible 
Building

Not an Accesible 
Building

Limited Access
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Venue Quick Links

Our gratitude and thanks go to all those 
who have generously agreed to open their 

buildings to make this event possible and to 
the volunteers who have given up their time.

1 Beannachar Camphill Community 
2  Blairs Museum
3 St Ternan’s Scottish Episcopal Church
4  The Haven Community Larder
5 Stonehaven Sea Cadets
6 St James Episcopal Church, Stonehaven
7 Tolbooth Museum
8 Stonehaven fire station
9  Kinneff Old Church
10 Hallgreen Castle
11 Johnshaven Heritage Museum
12  St Cyrus National Nature Reserve
13 RNLI Stonehaven

1 Downie’s Cottage
2 The Duke of Rothesay Pavilion
3 St Margaret’s Church
4 Quarry Studios & Tàrmachan Café 
5 Masonic Lodge, Ballater
6 Glen Tanar Ballroom 
7 Chapel of Saint Lesmo
8 The Seed Box, Glen Tanar Walled Garden 
9 Alford Heritage Museum
10 Christ Church, Huntly

1 Elyza Fraser Mausoleum
2 Bennachie Visitor Centre
3 All Saints Episcopal Church
4 Garlogie Mill Beam Engine  & Turbine House

1 National Decommissioning Centre
2 Fyvie Parish Church
3 The Sand Bothy
4 Haddo House

1 The Old Manse, Stuartfield

1 Macduff Parish Church
3 The Vinery, Banff
4 Museum of Banff
5 Banff Parish Church
6 Portsoy Church Centre
7 Salmon Bothy
8 The Granary
9 Forglen Hall, Turriff
10 Durn House, Portsoy
11 Macduff Marine Aquarium
12 Vanilla Ink The Smiddy

1 Leith Hall
2 Duff House Mausoleum
3 1 High Shore, Banff
4 Archaeology Service

Following the death of  
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, 

several of the venues participating in 
Aberdeenshire’s Doors Open Days 2022 
have considered it appropriate, out of a 
mark of respect, to withdraw from the 

event. 

Your patience and consideration is 
appreciated during this period of 

national mourning. 
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1 Beannachar Camphill Community 
Banchory-Devenick, Aberdeen, AB12 5YL

Opening Times: 
Saturday 17th  10am - 4pm 
Sunday 18th  CLOSED
Beannachar is a large mansion house, dating 
from 1837, designed by local architect John 
Smith, and surrounded by fields, gardens and 
mature woodland, as well as an original walled 
garden. The site is now home to a Camphill 
community for young adults who require 
additional support needs, incorporating craft 
workshops, social and physical activities.

Our year of stories includes reflections on our 
experiences of living through the pandemic, 
the adjustments we made to our daily lives 
and our resilience as a community.

Guided tours of house and grounds, exhibition 
of historic documents, current Camphill 
community activities including music/dance 
can all be experienced by welcomed visitors 
on Doors Open Days.

www.beannachar.co.uk 
  Beannachar Camphill Community

2  Blairs Museum
Riverside of Blairs, South Deeside Road, AB12 5YQ 

Opening Times: 
Saturday 17th  10am - 4pm
Sunday 18th  CLOSED
Blairs Museum is housed in Blairs College, a 
former seminary on the outskirts of Aberdeen, 
created to house the treasures gifted. There 
are some fascinating collections available for 
the public to view, some of which have been 
housed at the college for almost 200 years. 

The centrepiece of the museum is the Blairs 
Memorial Portrait, a notable painting of Mary 
Queen of Scots. The museum also houses 
many other historical artefacts, paintings, 
and relics, relating to Mary Queen of Scots, 
Bonnie Prince Charlie and the Jacobites. Items 
from the Catholic church include rare early 
embroidered vestments, the Blairs Jewel 
reliquary and a ring containing a lock of 
Bonnie Prince Charlie’s hair can also be found 
on display.

Visitors will be welcomed by an introductory 
talk and guides. The college grounds will also 
be accessible on the day for self-guided walks.

www.blairsmuseum.com
www.schct.org.uk 

  Blairs Museum
  Blairs Museum

KINCARDINE & MEARNS

h Civic

http://www.beannachar.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/Beannachar-Camphill-Community-105895961943911
file:///Users/dskakle/Desktop/GDT422131%20-%20Doors%20Open%20Days%202022%20-%20Clare%20Tierney/www.blairsmuseum.com
http://www.schct.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/BlairsMuseum
http://www.instagram.com/blairsmuseum/
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St Ternan’s still retains the original pews that 
would have seated a 250 strong congregation. 
A delicate stained glass window can be 
appreciated in the East wall above the altar 
depicting Jesus as the Good Shepherd. The 
font has a unique history; found by Bishop 
Alexander Penrose Forbes (Diocese of Brechin 
1847-1875) serving as a trough on a farm 
adjacent to Inverbervie, it has skilful stone 
carvings around its circumference. 

Copy of painting by George Washington 
Brownlow (1865) who depicted The Rev John 
Troup of the “Episcopal Chapel at Muchalls” at 
the window of the Tolbooth Jail in Stonehaven, 
where he and two other Episcopal ministers 
were incarcerated for conducting services 
according to the Episcopal tradition, which 
was against the penal laws in place at that 
time after the Jacobite uprising of 1745. He 
is seen baptising children from Scateraw. The 
original belongs to the Bishop of Brechin.

www.stternans.co.uk
  Saint Ternans 

3 St Ternan’s Scottish Episcopal Church
Muchalls, AB39 3PP 
St Ternan’s is located on the Causey Mounth Road 
to the West of the A92. Turn off the A92 oppo-
site Muchalls village on the road signposted to 
Cookney. The church is approx. 500 yards along 
this road.

Opening Times:  
Saturday 17th  10am - 4pm
Sunday 18th  Service at 10.30am, all  

welcome. Church open to 
view 1pm - 4pm

St Ternan’s is the oldest church in the Diocese 
of Brechin. The centre section was built in 
1829/31 replacing the previous buildings 
originally located within the grounds of 
Muchalls Castle. Later additions were made, 
including a gallery (since removed) and the 
lengthening of the nave to accommodate 
larger congregations. The last major change in 
1865 came with the building of the chancel. 
At this time “The Episcopal Chapel at Muchalls” 
(note Muchalls Castle Estate not Muchalls 
village) as it had always been known adopted 
a new constitution and became St Ternan’s 
Scottish Episcopal Church.

http://www.stternans.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/SaintTernans
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4  The Haven Community Larder
The Community Centre, Bath Street, 
Stonehaven, AB39 2DH

Opening Times: 
Saturday 17th  12noon - 4pm 
Sunday 18th  CLOSED
The Haven Community Larder moved into the 
Stonehaven Community Centre in December 
2020. The room is a former classroom of 
Fetteresso School and a former community 
café. The Community Larder is a Community 
Food Initiative that enables all in the 
community to access food, toiletries, sanitary 
products and food growing kits. 

On the day, visitors will have the opportunity 
to discuss the projects that the Community 
Larder offer throughout the year including 
tackling food waste, soup socials, growing 
food and growing classes held in and around 
the Community Centre. 

www.thehaven.co.uk
  the haven in stonehaven 
   the haven in stonehaven
  haven stonehaven 

http://www.thehaven.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/thehaveninstonehaven
http://www.instagram.com/thehaveninstonehaven/
http://www.twitter.com/havenstonehaven
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5 Stonehaven Sea Cadets
Marischal Street, Stonehaven, AB39 2JY 

WITHDRAWN

Our new facility, a former disused building of 
various past uses, is situated within the historic 
environs of Stonehaven Harbour. The building 
has been purpose built/refurbished to meet 
the needs of the Cadets’ training programme, 
as well as providing an additional resource for 
the local community.

Designed by local architect William Cowie, the 
eloquently shaped building peeks out from 
behind the principal harbour façade providing 
panoramic views over the harbour. From the 
impressive main deck with its hand painted 
sea themed mural to the training spaces and 
break-out rooms, the facility is very much state 
of the art for all who use it.

Scotland’s Year of Stories embraces and 
crosses a number of themes, many of which 
are contained in the very walls of our facility. 
From the young cadets living out their dreams 
and fantasies of a life on the sea to the cultural 
community heritage of all things coastal and 
seaborne.  

Doors Open Days provides an ideal 
opportunity to look around the new Sea 
Cadet facility in Stonehaven, discover what 
the Sea Cadets get up to, and have a guided 
tour of the Unit. Experience how the proud 
traditions that we now view as activities of 
pleasure were once the basic required skills of 
a thriving coastal town. The success of the sea 
cadet unit is on display for all to see, the fruits 
of countless hours of on-sea and in-classroom 
training, dedication, and commitment. 

Visitors will be impressed by a building that 
was built and paid for by donations and local 
tradesmen, giving free time to deliver a facility 
that all involved are extremely proud of. There 
is also a chance to take a break and have a 
cup of tea or coffee whilst gazing out of the 
panoramic view of the local harbour.  

www.sea-cadets.org/stonehaven

  Stonehaven Sea Cadets

http://www.sea-cadets.org/stonehaven
http://www.facebook.com/StonehavenSeaCadets/
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7 Tolbooth Museum
Old Pier, Stonehaven Harbour, AB39 2JU

Opening Times: 
Saturday 17th 10am - 4pm  
Sunday 18th 10am - 4pm   
The Tolbooth is the oldest building in 
Stonehaven and was originally built around 
1575 as a store for Dunnottar Castle; 
subsequently the building served as the 
Town House and Prison from 1600 to 1767.  
The Court tried many varied cases including 
Agnes Moffat (1600) who was taken from the 
Tolbooth in chains, paraded through the Old 
Town streets and hanged on Gallow Hill in 
Dunnottar Woods for the theft of five sheep. 
The building gradually became dilapidated 
although it was utilised as a chandlers, storage 
site for lime and munitions and a small boat 

6 St James Episcopal Church,  
Stonehaven
Arbuthnott Street, Stonehaven, AB39 2JB 

Opening Times: 
Saturday 17th 10am - 4pm
Sunday 18th  10am - 4pm 
Choral Eucharist 
Sunday 18th, 10am - 11.15am, all welcome.
St James Episcopal Church is a quality example 
of a Grade A listed building, built in 1887-9 
under the supervision of Rowand Anderson.  
Although the church’s website provides a 
comprehensive collection of images, videos 
and information about the building, nothing 
can come close to the majesty of scale, 
detailing, beauty and peace that visitors will 
experience as they step through the grand 
church doors. A memory that will stay with 
you forever and a perfect example of how our 
built heritage can affect our emotions.

The church is home to the ‘Priests and Pipes’ 
showcasing many unique historical artefacts, 
explaining the history of the Episcopal Church 
and of John Wardle, the noted organ builder 
who was choirmaster here for 58 years. The 
exhibition includes interactive displays, and 
a demonstrator organ, which anyone can sit 
down and play!

www.stjames-stonehaven.org.uk/
  St James Stonehaven

https://www.stjames-stonehaven.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/StJamesStonehaven
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8 Stonehaven fire station
Mill o Forest lane, Stonehaven, AB39 2LN 

WITHDRAWN

The building is a purpose built fire station 
that opened in 1980 with a compliment of 20 
personel and 2 appliances. 2 more appliance 
bays were added in the late 90’s when a water 
carrier went operational at Stonehaven. The 
admin side of the station is approx 230 sq 
metres and houses the muster area, toilets, 
kitchen, lecture room and workshop. The 4 
appliance bays are approx 210 sq metres are 
garage 2 rescue pumps, a water carrier and 
a service car. There is also a yard at the rear 
of the station that is used by the crews for 
training. 

Displays of appliances and equipment, fire 
safety advise, home fire safety visits and 
station tours.

www.firescotland.gov.uk

  Stonehaven Community Fire Station

  Stonehaven Community Fire Station

building repair workshop. It was renovated 
and re-opened in 1963 by the Queen Mother 
as a museum. 

Today the ground floor showcases the 
building’s turbulent past and Stonehaven’s 
rich history. Visitors can examine the model of 
one of the Earth’s earliest known air breathing 
animal found at nearby Cowie, reminisce 
over past domestic and rural life, view old 
photographs of the town or study the local 
geology.

Saturday only: Storytelling in the Outer 
Courtyard between 2pm and 4pm. No 
booking required.
*Please note – the 1st floor contains the Tolbooth 
Restaurant which is not part of Doors Open Days.

www.stonehaventolbooth.co.uk 

https://www.facebook.com/stonehavencfs
https://twitter.com/stonehavenfs
http://www.stonehaventolbooth.co.uk
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9  Kinneff Old Church
Kinneff, DD10 0TJ

Opening Times: 
Saturday 17th 10am - 4pm  
Sunday 18th  10am - 4pm  
Kinneff Old Church, founded in the 13th 
century, holds a very important story in the 
history of Scotland. In 1652 Oliver Cromwell’s 
forces ran rampant over Scotland, Cromwell’s 
intent being to capture and destroy the 
Scottish Crown Jewels – The Honours of 
Scotland – by that time housed in Dunnottar 
Castle.  The minister of Kinneff Church, 
James Grainger and his wife, hatched a plan 
to smuggle the jewels out of the castle and 
take them to the Church where they kept 
them safely hidden for 9 years, until Charles II 
returned to the throne.

Over the weekend members of the Kinneff Old 
Church Preservation Trust will be on hand to 
show you round the church and tell you stories 
of the secrets the ancient walls kept hidden.  
Visitors can read for themselves the full story 
for the ‘Honours of Scotland’ written in the 
language of the time.

In addition, the graveyard contains several 
interesting gravestones which are all fully 
documented. 

www.kinneffoldchurch.com 

http://www.kinneffoldchurch.com
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10 Hallgreen Castle
King David Drive, Inverbervie, DD10 0PE

Opening Times: 
Saturday 17th 11am - 5pm  
Sunday 18th  11am - 5pm 
Situated in the Burgh of Inverbervie 
overlooking the Bay is Hallgreen Castle. 
Doors Open Days 2022 will offer the unique 
opportunity for visitors to catch a glimpse 
within the walls of this modified 14th 
century castle currently occupied as a private 
residence. Visitors will be able to dress up in a 
wide range of period costumes and immerse 
themselves into 14th century castle life!  

In addition, visitors will also be able to view 
an art exhibition by the Maverick art group 
as part of the larger North East Open Studios 
(NEOS) event. 

The castle is not suitable for wheelchair access 
due to stairs on all levels. Minimal parking 
is available at the venue and visitors are 
requested to park at the beach carpark and 
enjoy the short walk up to the castle.

  Hallgreen Castle 

http://www.facebook.com/HallgreenCastle
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11 Johnshaven Heritage Museum
The Old Lifeboat House, Fore Street, 
Johnshaven, DD10 0EU

Opening Times: 
Saturday 17th 12noon - 4pm 
Sunday 18th  12noon - 4pm
The lifeboat house was built in 1891. Located 
adjacent to the house was the lifeboat crew 
shed which now operates as a store belonging 
to McBays. The lifeboat house has provided a 
home to 4 lifeboats in its time including the 
Meanwell of Glenbervie and The James Marsh. 
In its relatively short operational life, around 30 
years, it still saw many dramatic rescues! 

If you look at this coastline, most of the rescues 
were very close to the shore as boats were 
grounded on the rocky crags. Download the 
Johnner Jack App and experience a walk 
around the village guided by “Johnner Jack”, a 
digital character who tells stories of the village 
life of long ago – enjoy tales of smugglers, 
the James Marsh Lifeboat disaster, Brotherton 
Estate, the lifeboat station and even a Captain 
who lived here who was involved with the 
rescue connected to the famous Grace Darling.

Visitors are encouraged to learn how to use 
the “Johnner Jack” digital walk from volunteers 
in the museum prior to venturing round the 
village.

In addition, the museum will be host to North 
East Open Studios (NEOS).

www.johnshavencoastalgem.co.uk

  Johnshaven Heritage Hub Museum

http://www.johnshavencoastalgem.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/Johnshavenheritagehubmuseum/
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12  St Cyrus National Nature Reserve
The Old Lifeboat Station, Nether Warburton, 
St Cyrus, DD10 0AQ 
From Montrose, head 5 miles north on the A92 
coastal road. St Cyrus NNR is signposted on the 
right, immediately before the Northwater Bridge 
over the Esk. Follow the single-track road for 1.5 
miles to the car park and visitor centre.

This is one of the richest and most diverse 
reserves in Britain. In summer it is awash with 
wildflowers and a haven for insects. There are 
many species of breeding birds, including 
meadow pipit, stonechat, and skylark. In 
winter, large numbers of waders, ducks, 
geese, and swans visit the estuary. And native 
Scottish cattle breeds graze the reserve from 
April to October.

Whether your interest is birds, botany or 
butterflies and moths, you will find plenty of 
interest at any time of year. Or just come for a 
walk and enjoy the sea views. One of the best 
ways to see the reserve is to explore the paths 
or walk along the extensive sandy beach. 

Opening Times: 
Saturday 17th  9am - 5pm  
Sunday 18th  12noon - 5pm  

The windswept, storm-battered dunes of St 
Cyrus National Nature Reserve (NNR) might 
seem a little inhospitable. Winter storms and 
salty winds wreak havoc along the coastline. 
But natural barriers of inland cliffs and a 
seaward ridge of sand dunes protect the 
St Cyrus grasslands from the ravages of the 
weather. The result is a small strip of warmth 
nestled on the north-east coast.
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Every Pebble Tells a Story @ St Cyrus NNR

Sat 17th 11.30am - 1.30pm (Booking 
required)

Every Pebble tells a story and for Scotland’s 
Year of Stories come and hear the pebbles talk. 
Join Aberdeenshire Council Rangers, Scottish 
Geology Trust Volunteers and NatureScot on 
our pebble ramble on the beach at St Cyrus 
National Nature Reserve. Find a favourite 
pebble or two. What will they tell us about 
Scotland’s past? A celebration of everything 
rocky and pebbly at St Cyrus NNR and beyond, 
as part of the Scottish Geology Trust’s Geofest. 
Meeting at St Cyrus NNR visitor centre. This is 
a joint event between Aberdeenshire Council 
Ranger Service, Scottish Geology Trust and 
NatureScot.

Booking Link: www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/
every-pebble-tells-a-story-tickets-
349412952547?aff=ebdsoporgprofile 

Show and Tell Drop-in Sessions with  
Scottish Geology Trust @ St Cyrus NNR

Sat 17th and Sun 18th: 1.30-3.30pm

A celebration of everything rocky and pebbly 
at St Cyrus NNR and beyond, as part of the 
Scottish Geology Trust’s festival. Scotland’s 
iconic landscapes and rugged coastlines have 
been shaped by the elements over countless 
millennia. The rocks beneath our feet hold 
the secrets of our planet’s past. They are 
our foundation, influencing our culture and 
legends, and provide endless opportunities for 
enjoyment and discovery.

Bring your rocks and come along to see 
Scottish Geology Trust Volunteer John Taylor 
and local geologists Robert Scott and Morag 
Smith. What stories will they have in store? 
Also have an up-close look at some prepared 
and labelled local rocks, agates and semi-
precious stones, including an ultraviolet 
gazebo ‘cave’, see which rocks glow under UV! 
This is a joint event between Scottish Geology 
Trust and NatureScot.

  St Cyrus NNR

  St Cyrus NNR 
www.nature.scot/enjoying-outdoors/scot-
lands-national-nature-reserves/st-cyrus-na-
tional-nature-reserve

http://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/every-pebble-tells-a-story-tickets-349412952547?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
http://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/every-pebble-tells-a-story-tickets-349412952547?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
http://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/every-pebble-tells-a-story-tickets-349412952547?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
http://www.facebook.com/stcyrusnnr
http://www.instagram.com/stcyrusnnr
http://www.nature.scot/enjoying-outdoors/scotlands-national-nature-reserves/st-cyrus-national-nature-reserve
http://www.nature.scot/enjoying-outdoors/scotlands-national-nature-reserves/st-cyrus-national-nature-reserve
http://www.nature.scot/enjoying-outdoors/scotlands-national-nature-reserves/st-cyrus-national-nature-reserve
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13 RNLI Stonehaven
Old Pier, The Harbour, Stonehaven, AB39 2JU

WITHDRAWN

RNLI Stonehaven Lifeboat station has a cabin 
which houses the station crew shed and also 
the boat shed, where the B class Atlantic 
85 inshore lifeboat is kept.  The boat shed 
building is as old as the harbour itself.

Access will be given to the cabin which houses 
the station crew.  You will also get to view the 
kit, crew room and the lifeboat crew will be 
on hand to tell you all about what they do.  
There will be the opportunity to visit the boat 
shed and see where the lifeboat is kept, in a 
building that is as old as the harbour itself.

*Please note that the crew will be on call that 
day and so may need to attend emergencies.

https://rnli.org/find-my-nearest/lifeboat-
stations/stonehaven-lifeboat-station

 RNLI Stonehaven

https://rnli.org/find-my-nearest/lifeboat-stations/stonehaven-lifeboat-station
https://rnli.org/find-my-nearest/lifeboat-stations/stonehaven-lifeboat-station
https://www.facebook.com/RNLIStonehaven/
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MARR
1 Downie’s Cottage
 Tomintoul, Braemar, AB35 5XX 

Opening Times: 
Saturday 17th  10am - 4pm  
Sunday 18th  CLOSED
Downie’s Cottage was built in the mid-19th 
century by John Downie who tenanted the 
small croft and supplemented his income by 
acting as a mountain guide to Victorian gentry. 
The tiny cottage continued to be occupied 
by some of his children until the 1920’s when 
it was abandoned. The property lay largely 
undisturbed apart from inquisitive visitors 
until it was acquired in 2006 with the benefit 
of planning permission for its demolition.

The new owners were concerned that the 
property was too ‘special’ to demolish in 
that the original heather thatch roof (under 
corrugated iron that had saved the building 
from deterioration), box beds, timber hinging 

lum and other features remained. Advice was 
taken from Historic Scotland and the result 
was the property being awarded Category A 
status (building of national importance) and 
the owners undertook its restoration with the 
work being completed in 2017.

The building now benefits from the comforts 
of modern living; however, all historic features 
have been restored and modern elements are 
very discreetly hidden away. The key features 
such as the timber hinging lum and box beds 
remain and the attic retains its lining of colour 
prints and newspapers dating from the late 
1800’s and the start of the 20th century.

Please note parking is available at the top of 
Chapel Brae then an uphill walk of 0.5 miles.

www.downiescottage.co.uk

  Downies Cottage 

http://www.downiescottage.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/Downies-Cottage-634647963272866
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2 The Duke of Rothesay Pavilion
Princess Royal & Duke of Fife Memorial Park, 
Broombank Terrace, Braemar, AB35 5YX 

Opening Times: 
Saturday 17th  10am - 4pm  
Sunday 18th 10am - 4pm 
The Duke of Rothesay Highland Games 
Pavilion was unveiled by Her Majesty The 
Queen in September 2018. The building is 
named in honour of HRH The Prince Charles, 
Duke of Rothesay, a keen supporter of the 
project through his charity The Prince’s 
Foundation. It is the home of the Highland 
Games Visitor Centre.

The centre incorporates an exhibition hall, 
gallery, archive, café and shop. The exhibition 
explores the living traditions of the Highland 
games, focusing on the Braemar Gathering 
and its longstanding royal connections. The 

Braemar Gathering has been a highlight of the 
sporting calendar since at least 1832. Nestled 
beneath bucolic, heather-strewn mountains, 
it is the most prominent and well-attended 
Highland games, drawing vast crowds from all 
over the globe. 

The exhibition housed in the building tells 
the story of the longstanding tradition of the 
Highland Games and focuses in particular 
on the Braemar Gathering with documents, 
panels and archive exhibits from its 200-year 
history.

Volunteer guides and members of the Braemar 
Royal Highland Society will be on hand during 
the weekend to bring to life the exhibition.

www.braemargathering.org

www.highlandgamescentre.org 

  Braemar Gathering 

  Braemar Highland Games Centre

http://www.braemargathering.org
http://www.highlandgamescentre.org
http://www.facebook.com/braemargathering/
http://www.instagram.com/braemar_highland_games_centre/
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3 St Margaret’s Church
Glenshee Road, Braemar, AB35 5YQ

WITHDRAWN

St Margaret’s Church, a Category A listed 
building, is considered to be one of Scotland’s 
finest churches. Come and enjoy this exquisite 
building, a masterpiece of the renowned 
Scottish ecclesiastical architect Sir John Ninian 
Comper and a significant Victoria gem of 
national importance. As well as the elegant 
interiors, stained glass windows, intricately 
carved rood screen and chancel the property 
is used as a performance, exhibition and 
heritage centre attracting acts from across 
the country.  There is currently an exhibition 
about the history of both the building and the 
village. Relish this rare opportunity to enjoy a 

guided tour up the tower to view the stunning 
surrounding landscape of the Cairngorms from 
the highest point in the village of Braemar, 
running from 11am-1pm on both days. 
*Although no booking for the tower tour is required 
please note the different opening times.

www.stmargaretsbraemar.org.uk

  St Margarets Braemar 

http://www.stmargaretsbraemar.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/StMargaretsBraemar
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4 Quarry Studios & Tàrmachan Café 
Crathie, Ballater, AB35 5UL 

Opening Times: 
Saturday 17th  10am - 4pm  
Sunday 18th  CLOSED  
Moxon Architects welcome visitors to their 
Scottish headquarters, a highly contextual 
low-lying building sited in a former quarry, 
surrounded by a heavily wooded Site of 
Special Scientific Interest in the Cairngorms 
National Park in the Scottish Highlands. 
Anchored around two concrete monoliths, the 
principal studio and café buildings of Quarry 
Studios represent the private and public 
aspects of practice: encouraging collaboration 
and concentration and is a response to the 
growth of the practice in recent years.

Quarry Studios is conceptually anchored in 
the landscape by two main elements; vertical 
concrete chimneys acting as a counterpoint 
to the low profile of the roof and a massive 

timber wall that intersects each volume. 
Around these, the hybrid steel and timber 
frame, sheet metal roof, and black timber 
walls are wrapped. Tucked into the bowl of 
the quarry with the roofline set parallel to the 
escarpment edge above, the mono-pitch roof 
to the front of each volume matches the side 
slopes of the quarry and presents a single-
storey covered colonnade towards the centre 
of the site. Experience the wonders of modern 
architecture and its ability with such elegance 
and simplicity.

Guided tour, architectural work will be 
displayed, on site café.

www.moxonarchitects.com 

www.tarmachancafe.com 

  Moxon Architects 

  Moxon Architects 

  Moxon Architects

http://www.moxonarchitects.com
http://www.tarmachancafe.com
http://www.facebook.com/moxonarchitects
http://www.instagram.com/moxonarchitects
http://www.twitter.com/moxonarchitects
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5 Masonic Lodge, Ballater
19-21 Queens Road, Ballater, AB35 5NJ

WITHDRAWN
 

The building is a purpose-built Masonic Lodge 
standing in its own grounds. 

Visitors will be able to enter the main hall, 
view photographs and browse through 
membership records and minute books all 
going back over 100 years.

An exciting glimpse beyond the doors of this 
historic society where Masonic Jewels will also 
be on display for Doors Open Days.

6 Glen Tanar Ballroom 
Glen Tanar, Aboyne, AB34 5EU 

WITHDRAWN
 

Built by Glen Tanar’s original founder in 
1869, and originally the music room of Glen 
Tanar House, the unique Ballroom provides a 
spectacular space for grand events. 

From its vaulted ceiling adorned with over 700 
antlers, to its original oak floors, the Ballroom 
is airy, atmospheric, and spacious. A visiting 
opportunity not to be missed where you 
will find yourself enveloped in an exclusive 
experience of Victorian grandeur. 

Along with this year’s ‘Scotland’s Year of Stories’ 
theme, to celebrate The Queen’s Jubilee, on 
showcase will be some rare images of the 
original game book from Her Majesty’s visit to 
Glen Tanar.

Tea and coffee will be available.

www.glentanar.co.uk 

  Glen Tanar Estate

  Glen Tanar 

http://www.glentanar.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/GlenTanarEstate
http://www.instagram.com/glentanar
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7 Chapel of Saint Lesmo
Glen Tanar, Aboyne, AB34 5EU 

WITHDRAWN
 

Enjoy the quiet serenity of the Chapel, with its 
rustic charm and many original features still 
in existence including highland style ceiling 
rafters and decorative stained glass.

On the day guided tours will be provided, 
relating the building to the history of Glen 
Tanar from the 18th century to the present.

Toilets and car parking are available at the 
Glen Tanar Visitor Centre where visitors must 
park, from which a 10min walk will be required 
to access the site of the Chapel of Saint Lesmo.

www.glentanarcharitabletrust.org/chapel.
htm 

8 The Seed Box, Glen Tanar Walled Garden 
Glen Tanar, Aboyne, AB34 5EU 

 

WITHDRAWN
  

Glen Tanar Walled Garden is looked after by 
The Seed Box, which provides horticultural 
training and outdoor therapy to adults with 
additional support needs. Gardening activities 
are carried out within the walled garden, 
supporting workers to develop employability 
skills, confidence and independence. 

The garden comprises a curved herbaceous 
border, orchard, vegetable beds, cut flower 
beds, fruit cage, lean to greenhouses and 
potting shed set within substantial stone walls. 
The various sections are divided by paths and 
hedges providing a different view at every 
turn. There will be a selection of plants and 
vegetables available to purchase. 

Come along and explore the many wonders of 
Glen Tanar Walled Garden, round every corner 
lies a world of beauty, nature and mystery.

www.theseedbox.org.uk

  The Seed Box Ltd 

  Seed Box org

http://www.glentanarcharitabletrust.org/chapel.htm
http://www.glentanarcharitabletrust.org/chapel.htm
http://www.theseedbox.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/theseedboxltd
http://www.instagram.com/seedboxorg
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9 Alford Heritage Museum
3 Mart Road, Alford, AB33 8BZ

Opening Times: 
Saturday 17th  10am - 4pm  
Sunday 18th  10am - 4pm
Built around 1906, and in use until 1986, the 
building was the local auction market for 
livestock and, as such, the hub of the local 
agricultural community. In 1991 it reopened 
as a museum of local heritage and agriculture. 
Recently A Listed, the cattle auction market 
building features the original auction ring 
and animal storage areas, with other rooms 
laid out as old shops and craft workshops, 
a schoolroom, kitchen and dairy. Displays 
of tractors and agricultural implements sit 
alongside objects depicting domestic life of 
days gone by. The Museum aims to preserve 
local heritage and educate people about the 
local traditional way of life by displaying a 
wealth of social and agricultural history, run 

solely by volunteers. Historic Environment 
Scotland describe it as “an exceptionally rare 
example of a largely intact livestock mart of 
timber construction in Scotland.”

www.alfordheritagemuseum.com

  AlfordHeritageMuseum 

  Alford Heritage Museum

  Alford Heritage 

http://www.alfordheritagemuseum.com
http://www.facebook.com/AlfordHeritageMuseum
http://www.instagram.com/alford_heritage_museum
http://www.twitter.com/AlfordHeritage
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10 Christ Church, Huntly
Provost Street, Huntly, AB54 8BB

 
Opening Times: 
Saturday 17th  2pm - 5pm  
Sunday 18th  Open for the 10:30am 

Service only 
Category B listed, Christ Church is located 
within the Huntly Conservation Area. Harled, 
with tall narrow lancet windows and a simple 
nave and chancel, the church is a charming 
example by architect Thomas Mackenzie.

The church recently underwent significant 
restoration partially grant aided by Historic 
Environment Scotland. Visitors will be able to 
view a display of the works undertaken and 
see for themselves how important our built 
heritage is to a community. 

www.islaspeydeveron-churches.org

  Isla Spey Devron Group of Scottish 
Episcopal Churches 

http://www.islaspeydeveron-churches.org
http://www.facebook.com/Isla-Spey-Devron-Group-of-Scottish-Episcopal-Churches-104196934693843
http://www.facebook.com/Isla-Spey-Devron-Group-of-Scottish-Episcopal-Churches-104196934693843
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1 Elyza Fraser Mausoleum
Old Cluny Kirkyard, Cluny, Sauchen, AB51 7RS

Opening Times: 
Saturday 17th 12noon - 4pm   
Sunday 18th  12noon - 4pm
This building is Category A listed and on 
the Buildings at Risk Register. It is owned by 
the North East Scotland Preservation Trust 
(NESPT).

Miss Elyza Fraser inherited Castle Fraser (now 
owned by the National Trust for Scotland) 
in 1792. She had a great knowledge of 
agricultural matters and instigated a 
programme of improvement works to the 
estate. It is thought that she had met the 
Jacobite Architect James Byres of Tonley while 
travelling through Rome in the 1760s. They 
became reacquainted when Byres returned 
to Scotland in 1790 and became great friends. 
When she conceived the idea of building a 
mausoleum for herself in Cluny Kirkyard it was 
James who designed it for her.

Construction of the mausoleum took place 
over the months of September to December 
1808; the work was carried out by Alexander 
Wallace who employed 19 men on the project. 

The first person to be buried in the 
mausoleum was Elyza’s great friend and 
companion Mary Bristow who died at Castle 
Fraser in 1805. Elyza herself died in 1814 and 
was buried in her mausoleum. The estate was 
inherited by her sister’s grandson, Charles 
Mackenzie Fraser. Sadly, he and his wife, 
Jane Hay, outlived most of their 14 children, 
some of whom are buried in the mausoleum. 
Charles Mackenzie Fraser’s last surviving son, 
Frederick, inherited the estate in 1871 and his 
grave slab lies in the centre of the mausoleum. 
His second wife, Theodora Lovett Darby, was 
the last person interned in the mausoleum in 
1946. 

Members of the Friends of Elyza Fraser 
Mausoleum will be on hand to talk about the 
building.

www.nespt.org/portfolio/elyza-fraser-
mausoleum 

GARIOCH

http://www.nespt.org/portfolio/elyza-fraser-mausoleum
http://www.nespt.org/portfolio/elyza-fraser-mausoleum
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2 Bennachie Visitor Centre
Pitcaple, Inverurie, AB51 5HY

Opening Times: 
Saturday 17th 10am - 4pm   
Sunday 18th 10am - 4pm 
The result of a design competition, the circular 
building of the Bennachie Visitor Centre 
reflects the historic hill fort on the dominant 
peak of Mither Tap. The south facing high 
windows allow natural light and solar warmth 
into the building. The building uses natural 
materials to reflect the woodland setting and 
the drystane dyking heritage of the area.

The Centre is managed and maintained 
by the Bennachie Centre Trust, a voluntary 
organisation and registered charity. The 
Centre, which is open daily April-October, 
provides a focus for visitors to discover 
Bennachie and increase their understanding 
and enjoyment of the social, cultural, and 
natural history of the area. It provides 
exhibition space, educational materials, 

multi-media interpretation, and acts as a 
focus for public events and activities as well as 
community initiatives. Entry is fully accessible 
and free, as are most events and activities. Our 
facilities include toilets (open all year round), 
a community room, refreshments, and a gift 
shop. 

‘Every Picture Tells a Story’, at the Bennachie 
Visitor Centre this year as we celebrate 
‘Scotland’s Year of Stories’. Sharing the natural, 
cultural, and social history of the area, events 
include art workshops and exhibitions, 
storytelling, and family activities.

North East Open Studios (NEOS) – Discover 
local artists who will be demonstrating and 
exhibiting their work.

As part of Scottish Archaeology Month, there 
will be displays telling the story of Bennachie’s 
history.

www.bennachievisitorcentre.org.uk

  Bennachie Visitor Centre

  Bennachie Vistor Centre

http://www.bennachievisitorcentre.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/bennachievisitorcentre
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3 All Saints Episcopal Church
Whiterashes, AB21 0QP

Opening Times: 
Saturday 17th  10am - 4pm  
Sunday 18th  CLOSED
All Saints Church was built in 1858 and began 
life as a school and church for the nearby 
Straloch Estate before being consecrated for 
worship. The stained-glass windows and altar 
reredos were designed by the Aberdeen-born 
Sir Ninian Comper, who was inspired by the 
artistry and craftsmanship of late medieval 
glass.

On the day at 3.00pm –  No booking required. 
Talk by Very Rev Dr Emsley Nimmo   
‘Sir Ninian Comper and his Church Art’ 

www.donsidechurches.org.uk/whiterashes

4 Garlogie Mill Beam Engine and  
 Turbine House
Garlogie, Skene, AB32 6RX

Opening Times: 
Saturday 17th 10am - 4pm   
Sunday 18th  10am - 4pm 
Garlogie is the site of a 1799 wool spinning 
mill which contains the oldest steam engine in 
Scotland still in its original location. The engine 
dates from the 1830’s but incorporates an 
1805 Boulton and Watt cast iron beam. A 1923 
72kW hydroelectric power station is also to be 
seen. The surviving mill buildings are Category 
A listed.

Guides from the Garlogie Beam Engine Trust 
will be on hand to show you around the site 
and explain the operation of the beam engine 
and turbine and plans for the future of the 
mill. An exhibition in the Garlogie Village 
Hall will explain the history of the site and 
significance of the Leuchar Burn in providing 
energy to Garlogie Mill over several centuries 
of industrial activity. 

Teas and light refreshments will be served.

https://garlogie-engine.org.uk 
  Garlogie Engine

http://www.donsidechurches.org.uk/whiterashes
https://garlogie-engine.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/garlogie.engine/
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1 National Decommissioning Centre
Main Street, Newburgh, AB41 6AA

WITHDRAWN

The National Decommissioning Centre 
(NDC) is a multimillion-pound research 
and development complex located in 
Newburgh Aberdeenshire. The centre works 
in partnership with industry, regulators, 
and other key stakeholders to transform 
the decommissioning of energy assets and 
support the sector’s transition to net zero 
emissions.

The NDC’s project portfolio is multi-
disciplinary and covers engineering, 
environmental, economic, and regulatory 
aspects. The NDC is home to a unique state-
of-the-art simulator – a walk-in 9m diameter, 
300-degree visual immersive environment 
with 4 control stations providing real-time 
and real-physics simulations. Other advanced 
facilities at the centre include a high-
power laser, indoor water immersion tank, 
hyperbaric testing and several large capacity 
environmental chambers. A visit to the NDC is 
an opportunity not to be missed.

EVENT INFORMATION

(1)  Brief Introduction to the NDC 
(2)  Guided tour and demonstration of our 

walk-in 9m diameter, 300-degree marine 
simulator, offering a visual immersive 
environment with 4 control stations 
providing real-time, real-physics simulations. 

(3)  Guided tour of other NDC facilities in 
South Building e.g. indoor immersion tank, 
hyperbaric testing, environmental chambers 
etc.  (Simultaneous with 2 and swap over)

(4)  Activities for children e.g. simulator, pressure 
test, kitchen science, drawing and colouring, 
etc.

(5)  Displays and films highlighting research/
projects at NDC

Introduction to NDC followed by tours of 
Simulator and facilities:
Tour 1: 10.30 – 12.00 
Tour 2: 12.30 – 14.00 
Tour 3: 14.30 – 16.00 

Children’s activities start at 10.00 throughout 
to 16.00 – children can drop in and out of these 
activities.  

Email NDC Administrator Fiona Barr  
f.l.barr@abdn.ac.uk to book tour. 
www.ukndc.com 

  decomcentre
  showcase/thendc 

FORMARTINE

http://www.ukndc.com
http://www.twitter.com/decomcentre
http://www.linkedin.com/showcase/thendc
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2 Fyvie Parish Church
Beech Row, Fyvie, Turriff, AB53 8PD

Opening Times: 
Saturday 17th 10am - 4pm   
Sunday 18th  CLOSED
There has been a worshipping community in 
the village of Fyvie for over 1000 years. The 
Church is thought to have been founded by 
monks who evangelised Aberdeenshire in the 
10th century. The Priory of Fyvie (now marked 
by a Cross) was a sub-Priory of the Abbey 
of Arbroath and monks took Services in the 
Church until the Reformation. Evidence of a 
Pre-Reformation Church may be seen in the 
graveyard. Part of the congregation ‘went out’ 
at the Disruption and formed a Free Church 
at Woodhead which closed in 1960 when the 
Churches reunited.

The present Church was built in 1808 and in 
1902 the Chancel was added together with 
the ‘Laird’s Laft’, the organ, the Vestry and 
the Session Room. The crowning glory of the 
Chancel is the unique East Window by Louis 
Comfort Tiffany and depicts the Archangel 
Michael on the Wheel of Time. The Church 
including galleries has seating for 1000.

We are honoured to be featured in Sue 
Lawrence’s latest fictional historical novel  
The Green Lady.

Guides will be on hand to show visitors around 
and answer any questions.

  Friends of Fyvie Church

https://www.facebook.com/Friends-of-Fyvie-Church-1038552509550934/
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3 The Sand Bothy
Balmedie Country Park, North Beach Road, 
Balmedie, AB23 8XG

Opening Times: 
Saturday 17th  10am - 4pm  
Sunday 18th 10am - 4pm 
The Sand Bothy was built in the 1980’s 
originally as a Beach Rangers' base. After 
remaining closed for about 15 years, Belhelvie 
Community Trust, a Scottish charitable 
organisation, reopened the building to the 
public in 2016. The Sand Bothy aims to be a 
hub for the local community and visitors from 
afar. Run by volunteers, you can find the kiosk 
open at the weekends (April-October) for 
ice-creams and refreshments. The main room 
houses an information centre, where you can 
find out about everything from local wildlife, 
shipwrecks and local history. 

Over the weekend the Sand Bothy will 
be hosting an exhibition with two local 
photographers, Ally Deans and Lee Fowlie, 
who will be available in person at the Sand 
Bothy to show, sell and discuss some of their 
work which features stunning landscapes from 
the local area.

Don’t miss this opportunity to find out more 
of the history of the building and the work we 
do with other organisations such as Balmedie 
Beach Wheelchairs who provide free hire of 
all-terrain wheelchairs for families to explore 
Balmedie beach. 

Nearby there is a children’s playpark with 
inclusive play equipment and a Changing 
Places toilet facility. A great place for a 
break and an ice-cream during your day’s 
adventures.

www.thesandbothy.co.uk
  The Sand Bothy

http://www.thesandbothy.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/The-Sand-Bothy
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4 Haddo House
Methlick, Ellon, AB41 7EQ

Opening Times: 
Saturday 17th  CLOSED 
Sunday 18th 11am - 4pm 
Haddo House is located within Haddo Country 
Park and is owned by the National Trust for 
Scotland. Haddo House was the home of 
the Earls/Marquesses of Aberdeen for over 
200 years. It was built in 1732 and still has 
the beautiful Victorian décor installed during 
the 1880’s renovations by the 7th Earl of 
Aberdeen. 

There will be children’s activities to keep the 
little ones entertained while you look at the 
beautiful interior.

Doors Open Days offers a rare opportunity to 
come and see the ancestral home of the Earls/
Marquesses of Aberdeen and Temair. We will 
be open for free entry for this weekend only.

www.nts.org.uk 

  Haddo House

  Haddo House

http://www.nts.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/HaddoHouse
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1 The Old Manse, Stuartfield
4 Windhill Street, Stuartfield, AB42 5DR

Opening Times: 
Saturday 17th  10am - 4pm 
Sunday 18th 10am - 4pm 
Stop off at the Old Manse where a warm 
welcome awaits visitors who are interested 
to find out more about the history of 
the 215-year-old Manse. Visitors will be 
greeted within the Manse, which is now a 
private residence, by the owner and will be 
enthralled by his traditional storytelling. The 
tales will include images, illustrations and 
video covering the origin of the church and 
manse and the lives of some of the ministers, 
concentrating particularly on the first minister, 
James Robertson and his children, who later in 
life achieved tremendous success! You will also 
delve into the lives of the many occupants of 
The Old Manse, where odd coincidences exist 
between the first inhabitant and the existing 
one! The storytelling will take place in one of 
the rooms of the house, which can cater for a 
maximum of 6 people at a time. 

A Doors Open Days must which proves a book 
should not be judged by its cover as cited by 
previous visitors:

“It was the best hour we have spent in a long 
while”.

“A fabulous insight into some fascinating local 
history, brought to life brilliantly”.

Booking Essential. 

The talk is approx. 45 minutes long and should 
be booked in advance by either phoning 
01771624412 or 07855537824 or by email – 
ablo.home@gmail.com
Tour times: 10am, 11.30am, 1pm, 2.30pm

BUCHAN

mailto:ablo.home@gmail.com
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1 Macduff Parish Church
Church Street, Macduff, AB44 1UN

Opening Times: 
Saturday 17th  10am - 4pm 
Sunday 18th 10am - 4pm 
The regular Sunday service takes place from 
11am to 12noon. 
The parish church occupies a prominent 
position in the community of Macduff on a hill 
overlooking the harbour and was opened in 
1805. With its Italianate square tower, domed 
roof and cupola added in 1865, it is a landmark 
for boats approaching the town. Points of 
architectural interest include the stained-glass 
windows installed in 1922 to the memory of 
local people who died in the WW1. These were 
created by the City Glass Company of Glasgow 
and displayed at the Royal Academy in 
London. More recently, stained-glass windows 
by the artist Jennifer-Jane Bayliss were added 
to the vestibule to commemorate the links 
with Malawi. The organ was built in 1903.

The graveyard surrounding the church is 
also worth visiting with many interesting 
gravestones, one example being Walford 
Bodie: The Electrical Wizard, magician, 
hypnotist and showman, as well as several 
Commonwealth Commission Graves.

The building has been continually updated 
and renovated to meet the needs of an active 
congregation. On Sunday, visitors in the 
morning will be able to attend the regular 
service of worship that starts at 11am.

The graveyard surrounding the church is 
also worth a visit with many interesting 
gravestones as well as several Commonwealth 
Commission Graves. 

Guides will be available to talk about 
the church building and the work of the 
congregation.

www.macduffparishchurch.org.uk

  Macduff Parish Church 

BANFF & BUCHAN

http://www.macduffparishchurch.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/MacduffParishChurch
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3 The Vinery, Banff
Airlie Gardens, Banff AB45 1AZ

Opening Times: 
Saturday 17th 10:00am - 3pm   
Sunday 18th CLOSED 
The Vinery is in the walled garden of Duff 
House dating back to the late 18th century. An 
historical site recently regenerated with the 
help of the Scottish Government Regeneration 
Scheme. Now a beautiful community facility 
and gardens, providing health & wellbeing 
sessions, training and education, digital skills, 
gardening and holistic sessions, cooking and 
much much more.

Tour of facilities including Community Gardens 
& Vinery/Bothy.

Details available of all Health & Wellbeing, Arts 
& Crafts, Employability, Gardening, Cooking 
and Digital Skills sessions on offer.

Refreshments including teas/coffees and fine 
pieces available all day.

   Grow Banff  The Vinery
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4 Museum of Banff
High Street, Banff, AB45 1AE

Opening Times: 
Saturday 17th 10:30am - 4pm   
Sunday 18th 1pm - 4pm 
Banff Museum was founded in 1828 as the 
Museum of the Banff Institution and is the 
oldest museum in Scotland north of Perth. The 
Banff Institution was dissolved in 1875 and the 
collections passed to Banff Town Council.

The present museum and library building 
were built in 1902. Banff Preservation and 
Heritage Society currently run the museum 
in partnership with Aberdeenshire Museums 
Service.  

The exhibits show a wide range of interesting 
artefacts from the Celtic period up to the 
modern day. They reflect life in Banffshire 
and show some stunning examples of our 
historical past in Banff and Macduff. There is 
also a varied collection of Banff Silver.

During the summer the museum will be 
having an exhibition to celebrate the 650th 
anniversary of the granting of the 1372 
Charter to Banff by King Robert II, during 
which time the museum will have activities for 
all ages based around the charter.

The museum is run by the Banff Preservation 
and Heritage Society who write stories 
about the history of the area which 
are published every month on https://
banffmacduffheritagetrail.co.uk/. We love 
hearing stories about the history of our area 
and invite members of the public to share their 
stories with us.

www.bphsmob.org.uk 

  Banff Preservation and Heritage Society 
and Museum of Banff

https://banffmacduffheritagetrail.co.uk/
https://banffmacduffheritagetrail.co.uk/
http://www.bphsmob.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/Banff-Preservation-and-Heritage-Society-and-Museum-of-Banff-240968799286562
http://www.facebook.com/Banff-Preservation-and-Heritage-Society-and-Museum-of-Banff-240968799286562
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5 Banff Parish Church
High Street, Banff, AB45 1AE

Opening Times: 
Saturday 17th  10am - 4pm  
Sunday 18th  1pm - 4pm
Banff Parish Church originates from 1789 and 
was designed by Andrew Wilson architect and 
builder. In 1849 the iconic spire that can be 
seen on the landscape was added by William 
Robertson. The spire stands majestical on top 
of a tower constructed in tooled and polished 
ashlar. The chancel was later added and the 
interior altered in 1929. A small chapel was 
created at the rear of the church in 1994. The 
pulpit, font, communion table and stained 
glass in the chancel were all gifted in 1929. 
Take a moment out of your busy Doors Open 
Days adventure to stop and take a breath 
within the walls of this magnificent building. 

www.banffparishchurchofscotland.co.uk 

  Banff and King Edward Parish Churches

6 Portsoy Church Centre
Seafield Street, Portsoy, AB45 2QT

Opening Times: 
Saturday 17th 10am - 4pm   
Sunday 18th 12noon - 4pm 
Built in 1815 and extended to include its clock 
tower in 1876, the Portsoy Church Centre was 
long known as the ‘Auld Kirk’. In the 1950’s 
the two Church of Scotland congregations 
in Portsoy amalgamated and the centre of 
worship moved to the West Church building 
on Seafield Terrace and the Centre became the 
church hall.  

In 2019, the congregation moved back to the 
‘Auld Kirk’ following a substantial renovation 
and refurbishment. It’s now a modern, well-
equipped worship centre, fit for the 21st 
century but with a wealth of original features.  

Visitors to the Church Centre can enjoy a 
museum display that tells the story of Portsoy’s 
churches and manses, going back hundreds 
of years.

www.portsoychurch.org 

   Portsoy Church of Scotland

  Portsoy Church 

http://www.banffparishchurchofscotland.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/Banff-and-King-Edward-Parish-Churches-472513689469569
http://www.portsoychurch.org
http://www.facebook.com/Portsoy-Church-of-Scotland-103129378519120
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UClFh5w7jINmD2GNQj29iwpg
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7 Salmon Bothy
Links Road, Portsoy, AB45 2SS

Opening Times: 
Saturday 17th 10am - 4pm  
Sunday 18th  10am - 4pm
A former working Salmon House, the Salmon 
Bothy has been lovingly restored and 
comprises a museum, a base for family history 
research and a fully functional community 
space and venue.

The Salmon Bothy is run by a group of 
enthusiastic volunteers, as part of Portsoy 
Community Enterprise. The Bothy receives no 
public funding towards operational costs; all 
costs are met through donations and venue 
hire charges.

Take this opportunity on Doors Open Days 
to visit the three ice chambers and the 
small Bothy, and new for 2022 our specially 
dedicated children’s area. In addition, the 
Bothy has genealogy resources available for 
those seeking to research their family history. 
There is a trained genealogist who can be 
contacted if requested.

The Bothy is recognised as a four-star Historic 
Attraction by Visit Scotland and is accredited 
by Museums and Galleries Scotland.

www.salmonbothy.org

  Portsoy Salmon Bothy 

8 The Granary
Shorehead, Portsoy AB45 2PB

Opening Times: 
Saturday 17th 12noon - 4pm  
Sunday 18th  12noon - 4pm
The NESPT has been left six historic, listed 
buildings at Portsoy Harbour in the will of 
the late Tom Burnett-Stuart. The category B 
listed Granary will be open together with the 
Portsoy Marble Shop located in the category A 
listed Marble Warehouse.

The category B listed Granary will be open and 
will contain a small exhibition about Tom, the 
legacy and the work of the NESPT. The room 
used as the Gendarmerie in the latest series of 
Peaky Blinders will be open and there will be 
a sale of rare tweed. The Portsoy Marble Shop 
will be open (located in the category A listed 
Marble Warehouse designed by John Adam) 
and it will be possible to view the category B 
listed Marble Workshop, the category C listed 
Rag Warehouse and the category B listed 
house at 7 Shorehead from the outside.

http://www.salmonbothy.org
http://www.facebook.com/PortsoySalmonBothy
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10 Durn House, Portsoy
Durn Road, Portsoy, AB45 2XT

Opening Times: 
Saturday 17th 11am - 4pm  
Sunday 18th 11am - 4pm 
Durn House offers a rare opportunity to step 
inside an 18th century Scottish mansion house 
with many original features intact. Hear about 
all the wonderful lore with links to the Battle 
of Culloden, the Bonnie Prince Charlie tale 
and Queen Victoria. One of the oldest date 
stones in Banffshire dated 1603, taken by Duke 
of Cumberland on his way to Culloden, is on 
display at Durn House, as well as many items 
of historical and architectural interest.

Guides will be on hand throughout the day 
providing historical stories and tours around 
the house and grounds.

www.durnhouse.co.uk  

9 Forglen Hall, Turriff
Forglen, Turriff, AB53 4JL

Opening Times: 
Saturday 17th 10am - 4pm  
Sunday 18th 10am - 4pm 
In 1924 the hall was erected by members of 
the community in Forglen. The centre piece of 
the hall is a stained-glass window depicting 
Jacob’s Dream designed by Clayton and Bell, 
world famous manufacturers of religious 
stained-glass windows, that the community 
were gifted. 

Take a quiet moment to view the window in all 
its glory, colours shining vibrantly subsequent 
to its careful restoration in 2019 by Linda 
Cannon, art conservator from Glasgow. There 
will be an opportunity to sit and watch a short 
video detailing the story of the stained-glass 
window and its restoration.

Take a wander within the grounds of the Hall 
and you can find the War Memorial and a Role 
of Honour and plaque to Piper Findlater VC, 
who was awarded the Victoria Cross in 1898.

Refreshments and activities for children will be 
available.

  Forglen Hall 

http://www.durnhouse.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/forglenhall
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11 Macduff Marine Aquarium
11 High Shore, Macduff, AB44 1SL

Opening Times: 
Saturday 17th 11am - 5pm  
Sunday 18th 11am - 5pm 
On the stunning Banffshire Coast, overlooking 
Scotland’s largest bay, this 4-star visitor 
attraction is a great day out. Realistic displays 
allow you to get close to hundreds of local 
fishy characters, from toothy wolf fish to 
wobbly jellyfish. See divers hand feed the fish, 
get a feel for seashore life at the touch pools, 
enjoy talks, quizzes and feeding shows and 
discover the shark nursery.

Behind the scenes tours
Ever wondered how the aquarium works? To 
find out, you can take a guided behind the 
scenes tour to areas normally restricted to the 
public. 

The behind-the-scenes tour is included with a 
normal aquarium admission ticket.

Not suitable for children under the age of 6.

Event times: 11.30am and 3.30pm. Please book 
in advance by contacting the aquarium on 
01261 833369 or email: macduff.aquarium@
aberdeenshire.gov.uk 

www.macduff-aquarium.org.uk
  Macduff Marine Aquarium

mailto:macduff.aquarium@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
mailto:macduff.aquarium@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
http://www.macduff-aquarium.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/macduffmarineaquarium/
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12 Vanilla Ink The Smiddy
Old Market Place, Banff, AB45 1GE

Opening Times: 
Saturday 17th 10am - 4pm  
Sunday 18th  10am - 4pm
Vanilla Ink CIC opened The Smiddy in 2018 
thanks to funding support from Aberdeenshire 
Regeneration Fund, Social Investment Fund 
and North East Leader. The Smiddy is now our 
second social enterprise jewellery school in 
Scotland. Our lovely and fully kitted Smiddy 
workshop was established to provide more 
opportunities for people to learn jewellery 
making and silversmithing. We are very proud 
to continue to support and encourage local 
craft, heritage and skills in the beautiful town 
of Banff.

The building, a former meal-house, converted 
to a smithy in 1902, lay derelict for a number 

of years until restoration works were carried 
out in 2017 to see the building brought back 
into use. This work was carried out through 
the Banff Conservation Area Regeneration 
Scheme, funded by Historic Environment 
Scotland and the Scottish Government’s 
Regeneration Capital Grant Fund.

For Doors Open Days, Vanilla Ink The Smiddy 
is delighted to welcome you to our lovely 
workshop. Come along and browse some 
beautiful jewellery and silver ware which 
have been made by a number of local artists 
including one of our tutors, Milly Munday. 
Milly Munday will be in attendance to exhibit 
her latest beach inspired silver jewellery 
designs.

www.vanillainkthesmiddy.co.uk

   Vanilla Ink the Smiddy 

   Vanilla Ink the Smiddy

http://www.vanillainkthesmiddy.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/vanillainkthesmiddy
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1 Leith Hall
Kennethmont, Huntly, AB54 4NQ 

WITHDRAWN

Leith Hall was built in 1650 – on the site of Peill 
castle – as a traditional Scottish tower house. 
The hall today is very different from its initial 
incarnation as it was added to by successive 
generations of the Leith-Hay family with the 
last additions being completed in 1902. It 
has been in the care of the National Trust for 
Scotland since 1945. 

The architecture of Leith Hall tells the story of 
the Leith-Hays, the family that lived at Leith 
Hall from 1650 to 1945, and their place in the 
wider world context.

DIGITAL VENUES

We are presenting a video tour of the 
architectural elements of Leith Hall for Doors 
Open Days 2022. This will focus on Leith Hall’s 
architectural history and the changing shape 
of the house across the different Lairds’ tenure. 
Led by an architectural specialist from the 
National Trust for Scotland, the video tour 
will give an insight into the how the different 
architectural styles fit together in this one 
building.

TAKE THE TOUR link to be provided

www.nts.org.uk/visit/places/leith-hall

  Leith Hall Gardens Estate

  Leith Hall

http://www.nts.org.uk/visit/places/leith-hall
http://www.facebook.com/LeithHallGardensEstate
http://www.instagram.com/leith_hall
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2 Duff House Mausoleum
Wrack Woods (1 mile from Duff House), 
Banff, AB45 3SX
Built on the site of a Carmelite burial ground 
this 'Gothick' structure houses the remains 
of the first five Earls (starting in 1705) and 
other Duff family members, including several 
interesting memorials. Outside you can see a 
tomb that used to be in Banff cemetery and 
was falsely used by the 2nd Earl to claim a 
family connection to Robert the Bruce – with 
an interesting linked story involving the 
Carmelite monks from the nearby “Mount 
Carmel”. 

The mausoleum occupies an extremely 
peaceful and picturesque location above 
the River Deveron. It also contains several 
excellent examples of quite early Coade 
stone, an 18th century artificial stone that can 
weather extremely well – even here after more 
than 200 years in what is perhaps the most 
northerly example. 

Completed in 1792 by 2nd Earl Fife, James 
Duff, the Mausoleum is built on the site of St 
Mary’s Chapel – part of a Carmelite monastery. 
The crypt contains the remains of five Earls 
and various other relatives. The external tomb 
came from St Mary’s Kirkyard in Banff; an 
interesting story from 1912 relates to it leaning 
away from the wall.

The gate to the Mausoleum is an elaborate 
and excellent piece of 18th century iron work, 
made in a Banff Foundry.

TAKE THE TOUR:
• Mausoleum video
• Mausoleum leaflet
• Duff House Park leaflet

All available at: www.friendsofduffhouse.org.
uk/?p=367

A guided Nature walk from Banff 
to the Mausoleum:  https://
banffmacduffheritagetrail.co.uk/trails/ 
A soundmap of a walk through Wrack Woods:
www.livelifeaberdeenshire.org.uk/arts/
soundmap

www.friendsofduffhouse.org.uk

http://www.friendsofduffhouse.org.uk/?p=367
http://www.friendsofduffhouse.org.uk/?p=367
https://banffmacduffheritagetrail.co.uk/trails/
https://banffmacduffheritagetrail.co.uk/trails/
http://www.livelifeaberdeenshire.org.uk/arts/soundmap
http://www.livelifeaberdeenshire.org.uk/arts/soundmap
http://www.friendsofduffhouse.org.uk
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3 1 High Shore, Banff
1 High Shore, Banff, AB45 1DB
Dating from around 1676, this old merchant’s 
house was once where multiple families 
shared lodgings. A stone spiral staircase takes 
you up 3 floors to explore, where much of the 
original decorations can still be seen on the 
timbers. Almost every room has unusual nooks 
and crannies and corners opening off, and the 
house has its own private lookout tower. It is 
believed that the distinctive turret was built 
so that the merchant could watch his ships 
coming in.

Although unable to physically open its doors 
this year, the current resident has provided an 
informative virtual tour, an experience not to 
be missed.

TAKE THE TOUR

https://youtu.be/sR9d0CV_hu8

4 Archaeology Service

Aberdeenshire Council Archaeology Service 
(ACAS) not only provide a service for 
Aberdeenshire Council, but also for the Moray 
Council, Angus Council and Aberdeen City 
Council areas.

ACAS has the role of locating, evaluating, 
safeguarding, and interpreting all 
archaeological sites within these four Council 
areas. This information is held in the Historic 
Environment Record (formerly known as 
the Sites and Monuments Record), which is 
publicly accessible online: https://online.
aberdeenshire.gov.uk/smrpub/  

We also assess all planning applications 
submitted to Aberdeenshire, Moray, Angus 
and Aberdeen City Councils and advise when 
archaeological mitigation is required, as well 
as providing information, advice and guidance 
on SRDP, forestry schemes and utilities work.

Find out more about what the Archaeology 
Service does, including ideas of sites to visit 
and information on past projects on our 
website: www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/leisure-
sport-and-culture/archaeology/ 

Explore and interact with 3d models of historic 
sites on our Sketchfab page: https://sketchfab.
com/acas  

Watch videos of sites and objects on our 
YouTube Channel:

   Aberdeenshire Council Archaeology 
Service  

You can also find and follow us on social 
media:

  abshire_archaeology/  

  diggermann17 and

   AbshireArch_CH  

https://youtu.be/sR9d0CV_hu8
https://online.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/smrpub/
https://online.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/smrpub/
http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/leisure-sport-and-culture/archaeology/
http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/leisure-sport-and-culture/archaeology/
https://sketchfab.com/acas
https://sketchfab.com/acas
http://www.instagram.com/abshire_archaeology/
http://www.twitter.com/diggermann17
http://www.twitter.com/AbshireArch_CH


45DIGITAL ONLY VENUES



Further Information & Updates
Every effort has been made to ensure the information in this leaflet is 
correct at time of print.  For up-to-date information on our venue listings 
and for any changes to the programme, updates, amendments and 
additions, please look at the national website and on our Facebook page at 
the addresses below:

www.doorsopendays.org.uk

www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/doorsopendays

  Aberdeenshire Architecture Heritage Design

If you would like any further information about the event of have 
any queries, please email the Aberdeenshire event coordinators at: 
doorsopen@aberdeenshire.gov.uk

Please note that visitors entering buildings do so at their own risk.  Children 
must be accompanied.  None of the participating buildings or organisations 
are responsible for any accidents or damage that might be incurred.  The 
owners/custodians of the buildings retain the right to refuse access. 

SHARE YOUR EXPERIENCE OF DOORS OPEN DAYS ABERDEENSHIRE

We would love to hear from you about the event, the buildings you 
visited and your feedback.  Please send us your photos of your favourite 
buildings and share your experiences of the day by posting them to our 
Facebook site.

  Aberdeenshire Architecture Heritage Design

DOORS OPEN DAY 2023 AND BEYOND

If you are involved with a property that you think would make a good 
addition to Doors Open Days in the future, please get in touch. We look 
forward to hearing from you!

Clare Tierney,  
Aberdeenshire Doors Open Days Coordinator

Produced by Aberdeenshire Council GDT422131  September 2022

http://www.doorsopendays.org.uk
http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/doorsopendays
https://www.facebook.com/AberdeenshireArchitectureHeritageDesign/
mailto:doorsopen@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
https://www.facebook.com/AberdeenshireArchitectureHeritageDesign/
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